
EXTRAORDINARY 

OFFICIAL GAZETTE
THE BAHAMAS

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

   NASSAU     16th January, 202616th February, 2026



INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF RED CROSS AND

RED CRESCENT SOCIETIES (IMMUNITIES AND

PRIVILEGES) ORDER, 2026

Arrangement of Paragraphs

Paragraph

1. Citation................................................................................................................2

2. The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies...............2

3. Legal capacity......................................................................................................2

4. Official archives and premises.............................................................................3

5. Exemption from taxes on importation of goods...................................................3

6. Relief from taxes and rates...................................................................................3

7. Prohibitions and restrictions on imported or exported goods...............................3

8. Immunities and privileges of delegation members...............................................3

9. High officials.......................................................................................................4

10. Other officials......................................................................................................4

11. List of names........................................................................................................4



 S.I. No. 12 of 2026

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL

Page - 2

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF RED CROSS AND

RED CRESCENT SOCIETIES (IMMUNITIES AND

PRIVILEGES) ORDER, 2026

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (IMMUNITIES AND

PRIVILEGES) ACT

(CHAPTER 14)

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF RED CROSS AND

RED CRESCENT SOCIETIES (IMMUNITIES AND

PRIVILEGES) ORDER, 2026

The Governor-General, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 3 of

the International Organizations (Immunities and Privileges) Act, makes the

following Order —

1. Citation.

This Order may be cited as the International Federation of Red Cross and

Red Crescent Societies (Immunities and Privileges) Order, 2026.

2. The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies.

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (“the

Federation”) is an international humanitarian organization, that inspires,

encourages, facilitates and promotes all forms of humanitarian activities by

the Red Cross and Red Crescent National Societies. 

3. Legal capacity.

(1) Subject to the Agreement, between the International Federation of Red

Cross and Red Crescent Societies and The Commonwealth of The

Bahamas, the Federation shall have legal capacities and, except in so

far as in any particular case it has expressly waived it's immunity,

immunity from suit and legal process.

(2) No waiver of immunity shall be deemed to extend to any measure of

execution.
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4. Official archives and premises.

The Federation shall have the like inviolability of official archives and

premises occupied as offices as is accorded in respect of the official archives

and premises of an international humanitarian organization. 

5. Exemption from taxes on importation of goods.

Subject to the Agreement, the Federation shall have exemption from taxes on

the importation of goods directly imported by the Federation for its official

use in The Bahamas or for exportation, or on the importation of any

publication of the Federation directly imported by the Federation.

6. Relief from taxes and rates.

Subject to the Agreement, the Federation shall have the like exemption or

relief from taxes and rates, other than taxes on the importation of goods.

7. Prohibitions and restrictions on imported or exported goods.

Subject to the Agreement, the Federation shall have exemption from

prohibitions and restrictions on importation or exportation in the case of

goods directly imported or exported by the Federation for its official use and

in the case of any publication of the Federation directly imported or exported

by the Federation.

8. Immunities and privileges of delegation members.

(1) Pursuant to the Agreement, the Members of the Delegation shall in the

exercise of their functions and during their missions in the territory

enjoy the same —

(a) immunity from suit and legal process; 

(b) inviolability of residence; and 

(c) exemption or relief from taxes,

as is accorded to a representative of an international humanitarian

organization accredited to His Majesty, unless in any particular case

the privilege or immunity is waived by the Secretary General of the

Federation, or any official acting on his behalf during his absence from

duty, of the respective representatives.

(2) The following persons will enjoy the privileges and immunities

described  in subparagraph (1)  —
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(a) representatives of the Federation where meetings convened by

the  Federation are in The Bahamas as provided for in Article 17

of the Agreement;

(b) experts performing missions for the Federation in The Bahamas

as provided for in Article 18 of the Agreement.

(3) For the purposes of this Order, “Members of the Delegation” include

the Head of Delegation and Delegates.

(4) Subparagraphs (1), (2) and (3) shall not confer any immunity or

privilege on any person —

(a) as the representative of the Government of The Bahamas or as a

member of the staff of such representative; or 

(b) who is a citizen of The Commonwealth of The Bahamas, except

as provided for in Article 24.2 of the Agreement.

9. High officials.

Except in so far as in any particular case any privilege or immunity is waived

by the Federation, the Head of Delegation and his Deputy and their spouses,

other relatives and dependents shall benefit from the same status as is

accorded to diplomatic agents under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic

Relations.

10. Other officials.

Except in so far as in any particular case any privilege or immunity is waived

by the Federation, experts on mission, other persons temporarily employed

by the Federation and official representatives of the National Red Cross and

Red Crescent Societies invited to meetings convened by the Federation in

The Bahamas shall enjoy —

(a) immunity from suit or legal process in respect of words spoken

or written and things done or omitted to be done by them in the

course of the performance of their official duties; 

(b) inviolability of all papers and documents relating to the work of

the Federation; and

(c) exemption from income tax in respect of emoluments received

by them as officers or servants of the Federation.

11. List of names.

For the purposes of this Order —
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(a) the names of the Head of Delegation shall be set forth in a list

compiled and published by the Minister under section 4 of the

International Organizations (Immunities and Privileges) Act

(Ch. 14); and

(b) the list shall specify, for the Head of Delegation, the date from

which  —

(i) the person first held the relevant office or employment;

and

(ii) the office or employment ceased.

Made this day of , 2026.

GOVERNOR-GENERAL
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Made this 7th day of February, 2026.

Signed
CYNTHIA PRATT

GOVERNOR-GENERAL
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