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THE NATIONAL JUNKANOO AUTHORITY OF THE

BAHAMAS (WILLIS GEORGE BETHELL AND

WILLIAM WALLACE) ACT, 2026

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE JUNKANOO AUTHORITY

OF THE BAHAMAS TO GOVERN, REGULATE, MANAGE,

PROMOTE, AND DEVELOP JUNKANOO AS A NATIONAL

CULTURAL HERITAGE; AND FOR CONNECTED PURPOSES

Enacted by the Parliament of The Bahamas

PART I - PRELIMINARY

1. Short title and commencement.

(1) This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  National  Junkanoo  Authority  of  The

Bahamas (Willis George Bethell and William Wallace) Act, 2026.

(2) This Act shall come into operation on the date the Minister appoints by

notice in the Gazette.

2. Interpretation.

In this Act —

“Authority” means  The  Bahamas  Junkanoo  Authority  established  by

section 3;  

“Chairman”  means  the  Chairman  of  the  Authority  appointed  under

section 6;
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“Chief  Executive  Officer”  means  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the

Authority appointed under section 17;

“Deputy  Chairman” means  the  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Authority

appointed under section 6;

“Former Committee” means the National  Junkanoo Committee (NJC)

appointed by the Government of The Bahamas which before the

commencement  of  this  Act,  advised and assisted the Minister  in

controlling and managing national Junkanoo parades;

“Junkanoo” means the premier celebration of  the freedom and culture of

The Bahamas, through parades, festivals and other events;

“Junkanoo Corporation New Providence Limited” or “JCNP” means

the  company  incorporated  and  existing  under  the  laws  of  The

Bahamas which managed the judging and ticketing of the Senior

Boxing  day  and  New  Years’  day  Junkanoo  parades  in  New

Providence before the commencement of this Act; 

“Junkanoo development programme” means a programme established

by the Authority to develop, promote and preserve Junkanoo;

“Junkanoo parades”  means the vibrant organized traditional Bahamian

street  parades, featuring —

(a) persons energetically dancing in elaborate and colourful 

paper-fringed and cloth costumes, accompanied by musical 

sections playing distinctive rhythmic music on traditional, 

and other musical instruments including, cowbells, horns, 

scrapers, whistles, goat-skin drums, and conch shells;

(b) the pageantry of  colourful floats depicting national and 

international events, celebrating personalities, and depicting 

spiritual themes; 

(c) adults and children participating together or in separate 

parades; 

“Junkanoo  products” means  the  music,  food,  musical  instruments,

paintings, costumes, crafts, ornaments, unique digital assets such as

non-fungible tokens (NFT’s) of art,  music, other collectibles, and

virtual real estate of Junkanoo, souvenirs,  photographs, Junkanoo

apparel,  and analog or digital  media  including audio,  video,  and

graphics of Junkanoo, created stored or accessed using electronic

devices  and  digital  technology  distributed  via  the  internet,  or

distributed via analog broadcast systems; 

“member” means a member of the Authority; 

“Minister” means the Minister responsible for Junkanoo;
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“National  Junkanoo  Committee” means  the  Committee  having

responsibility for advising on the management of the annual Senior

and Junior Junkanoo parades in New Providence, and established

by the Minister and existing before the commencement of this Act;

“national Junkanoo parades” means the Senior and Junior Boxing Day

and New Year’s Day Junkanoo parades and other Junkanoo parades

on New Providence and all Family Islands;

“Sub-committee” means a committee appointed by the Authority under

section 10, to carry out the functions assigned to the committee by

the Authority;

“the Fund” means the National Junkanoo Authority Fund established by

section 22;

“Treasurer” means the treasurer of the Authority appointed under section

18;

“UNESCO”means  the  United  Nations  Educational,  Scientific  and

Cultural Organization which promotes peace, and the advancement

of  sustainable  national  development  through  international

cooperation in education, science, communication and culture. 

PART II - THE NATIONAL JUNKANOO AUTHORITY

3. Establishment and incorporation of the Authority.

(1) There  is  established  a  body  to  be  known  as  the  National  Junkanoo

Authority of The Bahamas, which shall —

(a) discharge the functions assigned under this Act; and

(b) be  responsible  to  the  Minister  for  the  proper  discharge  of  the

Authority’s functions under this Act.

(2) The Authority shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession and a

common seal, and may, in the Authority’s corporate name —

(a) acquire, hold and dispose of property;

(b) enter into contracts with others for the purposes of this Act;

(c) sue and be sued; and

(d) do all  things necessary for carrying out the Authority’s functions

under this Act. 

(3) The common seal  of  the Authority shall  be kept  in the custody of the

Chief Executive Officer or the Chairman of the Authority and shall be

affixed  to  instruments  by  the  Chief  Executive  Officer  or  Chairman
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pursuant to a resolution of the Authority, in the presence of the Deputy

Chairman, or other member of the Authority.

(4) An instrument to which the seal is affixed shall be authenticated by the

signature of the Deputy Chairman or other member of the Authority duly

authorized to act in that behalf.

(5) When affixed to a document and duly authenticated under this section, the

common seal of the Authority shall be judicially and officially noticed,

and  unless  the  contrary  is  proved,  the  necessary  authorization  of  the

Authority shall be presumed to have been duly given.

(6) The principal office of the Authority shall be situated in the Island of New

Providence.

(7) The Authority may establish branch offices in the Family Islands, or in

places outside The Bahamas.

4. The functions of the Authority.

(1) Functions of the Authority are —

(a) to  facilitate,  preserve,  manage  and  to  continue  to  develop  and

market  Junkanoo  as  a  viable  national,  cultural  and  commercial

enterprise;

(b) to  provide  the  necessary  managerial  and  organizational

infrastructure  for  the  efficient  and  effective  presentation  and

marketing of Junkanoo products; 

(c) to establish arrangements for ongoing research of Junkanoo;

(d) to  preserve  and permanently display the  annual  accumulation of

Junkanoo floats, costumes, accessories, and other products created

each  year  by  Junkanoo  craftsmen,  musicians,  composers  and

designers;

(e) to facilitate the commercial marketing and promotion of Junkanoo

as a national, cultural, festival;

(f) to coordinate consultations with the Minister, and non-Government

agencies,  including  Junkanoo  groups,  on  matters  affecting

Junkanoo;

(g) to cooperate and collaborate with UNESCO and other international

organizations  on  matters  of  mutual  interest  to  the  promotion  of

Junkanoo, and the promotion generally, of the national culture of

The Bahamas;

(h) to  identify  and  seek  dedicated  and  sustainable  funding  for

Junkanoo,  and  to  allocate  the  financial  and  other  resources
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necessary  for  the  further  management,  commercialization,  and

development of Junkanoo;

(i) to foster and encourage public interest in the history of Junkanoo

through  exhibitions,  lectures,  seminars,  research  programs,

university and school programs and other educational activities and

services; 

(j) to  formulate  and  implement  an  effective  marketing  strategy for

promoting  Junkanoo  at  the  national  and  international  levels  to

optimize  the  revenue-earning  potential  of  Junkanoo  and  its

contributions to the national economy, having regard to — 

(i) the unexplored potential of Junkanoo;

(ii) the  possibilities  for  marketing  Junkanoo  products  and

activities in domestic and export markets;

(iii) the  contribution  by  the  private  sector  to  the  funding  of

Junkanoo; and

(iv) the  establishment  of  closer  promotional  links  between  the

tourist industry and Junkanoo;

(k) in collaboration with the Director of the Antiquities,  Monuments

and Museums Corporation —

(i) to  ensure  the  preservation  and  permanent  display  of

Junkanoo  products  created  by  craftsmen,  musicians,

composers and designers of Junkanoo; and

(ii) to  establish  a  resource  center  or  museum,  to  promote  the

display  and  sale  of  souvenirs,  books,  pamphlets,  prints,

posters,  audio-visual  aids,  and  reproductions  in  diverse

media, of original Junkanoo costumes, musical instruments

and other Junkanoo products;

(l) to  promote  Junkanoo  as  a  unique  national  festival  and  cultural

resource  and  a  cultural  tourism  asset;  and  to  collaborate  with

relevant  national  and  non-national  agencies  in  the  promotion  of

Junkanoo;

(m) to utilize technology and media to facilitate the execution of the

functions of the Authority;

(n) to provide academic, technical or vocational grants for university

and  other  academic  courses  to  assist  in  the  development  of

Junkanoo;

(o) to regulate, coordinate and manage Junkanoo activities throughout

The Bahamas;
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(p) to provide prize monies, awards, trophies and   presents for winners

of Junkanoo parades and other Junkanoo related activities;

(q) to organize, through the Parade Management Committee and Fund-

Raising Committee, the sale of tickets to the public for Junkanoo

parades, and to collect ticket monies from Committees;

(r) to  provide  seed  money  to  Junkanoo  groups,  to  assist  in  the

preparation of the groups for participation in  national  Junkanoo

parades;

(s) to  provide  loans  to  Junkanoo  entrepreneurs  to  assist  with  the

building  and  operation  of  Junkanoo  shacks,  and  with  other

enterprises promoting Junkanoo; 

(t) to develop, maintain and review rules, regulations and procedures

for the conduct of Junkanoo activities throughout The Bahamas;

(u) to identify, evaluate and promote Junkanoo activities with a view to

enhancing and marketing the products and services of Junkanoo;

and

(v) to do all things necessary or convenient for, or in connection with,

the performance of the Authority’s functions under this Act. 

(2) The Authority may establish wholly owned subsidiaries, to carry out, or to

assist  in  carrying  out,  the  Authority’s  functions,  and  the  Authority’s

subsidiary companies may acquire equity, or interests, in other companies

and undertakings in Junkanoo related activities. 

(3) The  powers  under  subsection  (2)  are  exercisable  subject  to  the  prior

approval of the Minister and the Minister of Finance.

(4) For  the  enrichment,  management  and  development  of  Junkanoo,  the

Authority shall —

(a) acquire  all  interests  and  liabilities  held  for  Junkanoo,  at  the

commencement of this Act, by the National Junkanoo Committee;

(b) open bank accounts in the Authority’s name and prepare budgets for

the management of the Authority; and

(c) raise funds by —

(i) soliciting  and receiving  contributions  and gifts  by way of

donations from individuals and organizations;

(ii) holding fundraising appeals and events, including raffles and

auctions;

(iii) loans or other borrowings;

(iv) appealing  to  the  public  for  financial  or  other  support  for

Junkanoo; and

Page - 8



THE NATIONAL JUNKANOO AUTHORITY OF THE 

BAHAMAS (WILLIS GEORGE BETHELL AND WILLIAM

WALLACE) ACT, 2026

(v) imposing and collecting fees for bleacher seating,  and sky

boxes,  and  for  vendor  booth  rentals  at  national  Junkanoo

parades. 

5. Composition of the Authority.

(1) The Authority shall consist of thirteen people appointed by the Minister

by instrument in writing.

(2) The   Authority described  in  subsection  (1),  shall  be  comprised  of  the

following members —

(a) three people who have demonstrated an interest in the cultural or

commercial aspects of Junkanoo, and have training or experience in

finance, management, government, international trade, law, export-

oriented businesses, commerce, culture, youth development or the

arts;  

(b) the chairman of the JCNP;

(c) the chairman of the Grand Bahama Junkanoo Corporation;

(d) the chairman of the Family Island Junkanoo Corporation;

(e) one  person  representing  other  Junkanoo  corporations  or

committees;

(f) the Director of Tourism or a representative;

(g) the Director of Education or a representative;

(h) the Director of Culture or a representative;

(i) the Secretary General of UNESCO, or a representative;

(j) a representative from the Ministry of Health;

(k) one  person  who  is  most  representative  of  persons  involved  in

Junkanoo music.

(3) The  membership  of  the  Authority  shall  also  include  the  following  ex

officio members —

(a) the Dean of the faculty of Creative Arts of the University of The

Bahamas, or a representative;

(b) the Dean of the faculty of Music of the University of The Bahamas,

or a representative; 

(c) the Director of the National Art Gallery or a representative; 

(d) the  Director  of  the  Antiquities,  Monuments  and  Museums

Corporation of The Bahamas or a representative;

(e) the  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the  Authority  appointed  under

section 17; and 

(f) the Treasurer of the Authority appointed under section 18.  
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6. Tenure of members of the Authority.

(1) A member appointed under section 5(2)(a) to (k), shall serve for a period

of  two years,  but  the  appointment  may be  terminated  by the  Minister

before the expiration of two years, where —

(a) the member fails to perform his duties without a valid excuse, or

negligently performs his duties;

(b) the member is recalled and replaced by the organization represented

by the member on the Authority; or

(c) the member resigns.

(2) A member appointed under subsection (1) who serves the full term of two

years shall be eligible for re-appointment to the Authority.

(3) The Minister shall appoint from among the members of the Authority, a

Chairman and a Deputy Chairman.

(4)    A member shall hold office on terms and conditions as the Minister may

determine, but a member shall be deemed to have vacated his office where

the member —

(a) is  absent  without  leave  of  the  Chairman from three  consecutive

meetings of the Authority; or

(b) fails,  without  leave  of  the  Authority,  to  attend  at  least  eight

meetings in a calendar year.

(5)    A member of the Authority shall be allowed —

(a) a grant of leave of absence for periods not exceeding six months in

the aggregate for personal reasons, illness or other circumstances as

determined by the Authority; and

(b) postings or travel outside of The Bahamas, for specific periods for

purposes connected with the work of the Authority.

(6) Not more than three members of the Authority in the aggregate shall be

allowed leave of absence under subsection (5)(a), or a posting outside of

The Bahamas under subsection (5)(b) at the same time.

(7) Where  a  vacancy arises  in  the  Authority whether  by reason  of  death,

resignation  or  other  termination,  the  vacancy  may  be  filled  by  an

appointment by the Minister of another member, for the unexpired portion

of the term of the member whose place is being filled.

(8) The Chairman, or Deputy Chairman of the Authority may resign his office

by instrument in writing addressed to the Minister, and other members of

the  Authority  may  resign  by  instrument  in  writing  addressed  to  the

Chairman of the Authority.
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7. Gazetting  appointments of members of the Authority.

The names of members of the Authority as first constituted, and every change in

membership of the Authority, thereafter, shall be published in the Gazette.

8. Meetings of the Authority.

(1) The Authority shall meet at least once a month and at other times as may

be necessary or expedient for the transaction of business, and meetings of

the  Authority  shall  be  held  at  a  place  and  time  and  on  the  days  the

Authority determines.

(2) The Chairman may convene a special  meeting and shall  call  a special

meeting within seven days of receipt of a request for that purpose to the

Chairman in writing and signed by two members of the Authority.

(3) The Chairman, or in his absence, the Deputy Chairman shall preside at all

meetings, but where both the Chairman and Deputy Chairman are absent,

the members present shall appoint a Chairman from amongst themselves

to preside at the meeting.

(4) Seven members shall constitute a quorum, and a meeting shall be deemed

to be properly constituted notwithstanding a vacancy in the membership

of the Authority, or a defect in the appointment of members.

(5) The Chairman shall have an original vote and where the voting is equal,

he shall have a casting vote.

(6) The  minutes,  in  proper  form,  of  each  meeting  shall  be  kept  by  the

Secretary and shall  be circulated among members  of the Authority for

review, and the minutes shall be approved by a vote of the members of the

Authority at a subsequent meeting, and on confirmation of the minutes by

the Chairman, the minutes shall become the official record of the prior

meeting.

(7) A copy  of  the  approved  minutes  of  the  meeting  shall  be  signed  and

submitted to the Minister.

(8) The  Authority  may  invite  non-members  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the

Authority for the purpose of assisting or advising the Authority or the

Chairman on matters requiring specific expertise or advice not available

among members of the Authority, but the person invited shall not have the

right to vote at the meeting.

(9) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Authority may regulate its

own procedure.
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9. Remuneration of members of the Authority.

The  Authority  shall  pay  to  each  member,  in  respect  of  his  office,  the

remuneration and allowances, as the Authority may determine after consultation

with  the  Minister,  and  shall  pay  to  the  Chairman,  in  respect  of  his  office,

remuneration or allowances, in addition to the remuneration or allowances to

which he is entitled as a member. 

10. Sub-committees of the Authority.

(1) The Authority shall appoint the Sub-committees referred to in subsection

(5), to perform the functions prescribed by this section, and such other

functions as may be assigned to Sub-committees by the Authority.

(2) A Sub-committee shall consist of as many members as the Authority shall

appoint, to advise the Authority on the discharge of the specific functions

assigned by the Authority to the Sub-committee.

(3) A member  of  the  Authority shall  be  selected  by the  Chairman  of  the

Authority,  to  be  a  member  of  each  Sub-committee  appointed  under

subsection (1).

(4) A Sub-committee shall be responsible to the Authority for the exercise of

the Sub-committee's functions under this subsection.

(5) The Sub-committees appointed by the Authority under subsection (1) shall

include —

(a) an Executive Committee comprising all  members of the National

Junkanoo Committee,  a  member  of  the Authority selected under

subsection (3), and chaired by the Chairman of the Authority, to -—

(i) function as the steering committee of the Authority;

(ii) provide high-level strategic alignment with the Authority  to

ensure the Authority’s objectives  and activities are consistent

with the Authority’s business strategy and goals;  

(iii) provide guidance to the Authority for projects and initiatives;

(iv) provide a framework for decision-making by the Authority;

(v) oversee and monitor progress of projects and initiatives to

ensure  they meet the key benchmarks and deliverables of the

Authority; and

(vi) govern and provide oversight of the Authority; 

(b) a Parade Management Committee, which shall comprise a member

of  the  Authority  selected  under  subsection  (3),  and  six  other

members  appointed  by  the  Authority,  one  of  whom  shall  be

chairman, to  —
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(i) assist  the  Authority  with  the  planning,  management  and

organization of Junkanoo Parades; 

(ii) collaborate with other Committees with a view to developing

and improving the rules,  and regulations of Junkanoo,  and

developing  formats  for  national  Junkanoo  Parades,  island

events and other festivities related to Junkanoo;

(iii) develop and improve the aesthetics of Junkanoo parades from

a historical perspective;

(c) a Finance Committee, which shall be chaired by the Treasurer of

the  Authority,  and  shall  comprise  a  member  of  the  Authority

selected under subsection (3), and three persons appointed by the

Authority to —

(i) advise  the  Authority  on  the  management  of  the  financial

aspects of Junkanoo;

(ii) have responsibility for all fund-raising activities on behalf of

the Authority; and

(iii) report  to  the  Authority  on  the  exercise  of  the  Sub-

committee’s functions;

(d) a Conference and Workshop Committee, which shall be chaired by

the Chairman of the Authority, and shall comprise a member of the

Authority  selected  under  subsection  (3),  and  three  persons

appointed by the Authority —

(i) to plan and organize Junkanoo conferences, workshops and

seminars, at national, regional and international levels; and

(ii) to supply information and educational materials on Junkanoo

for  the  benefit  of  participants  of  Junkanoo  conferences,

workshops  and  seminars  at  national,  regional  and

international levels;

(e) a Family Island Committee which shall comprise a member of the

Authority  selected  under  subsection  (3),  and  six  other  people

appointed  by  the  Authority,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed

chairman, and charged with the responsibility of —

(i) strengthening the Junkanoo programs in the Family Islands;

(ii) coordinating and acting as a contact between Family Island

Junkanoo participants and the Authority; and

(iii) assisting  the  Family  Island  Junkanoo  participants  with

planning and organizing Junkanoo activities;

(f) a  Junior  Junkanoo  Committee,  comprised  of  a  member  of  the

Authority  selected  under  subsection  (3),  and  six  other  persons

Page - 13



THE NATIONAL JUNKANOO AUTHORITY OF THE

BAHAMAS (WILLIS GEORGE BETHELL AND WILLIAM

WALLACE) ACT, 2026

appointed  by  the  Authority,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed

chairman, and is charged with the responsibility to —

(i) plan,  organize  and  manage  Junkanoo  Parades  of  school

children from pre-school to grade twelve, other youth groups,

and youth associations in The Bahamas;

(ii) develop  a  greater  appreciation  for  Junkanoo  in  school

children, and in other young people generally;

(iii) develop in Bahamians, and in young Bahamians in particular,

a higher degree of interest in Junkanoo; 

(iv) continue the promotion of  the artistry of Junkanoo to young

people, and to use the Junior Junkanoo program to perpetuate

and  develop the cultural and artistic talents of young people;

(v) plan and coordinate fund raising through the Fund- Raising

Committee for the Junior Junkanoo programme;

(vi) encourage young people to enroll in programs in Junkanoo

studies  offered  by the University of  The  Bahamas,  and to

support them during their studies;

(g) an Awards Presentation Committee which shall comprise, a member

of  the  Authority  selected  under  subsection  (3)  and  four  other

persons appointed by the Authority, one of whom shall be appointed

chairman, to —

(i) assist  the  Authority  with  planning,  preparation,  and

organization of awards, including the legend awards, and to

decide  on  the  presentations  and  prizes  to  be  awarded  to

participants  in  national  Junkanoo  parades,  and  in  other

Junkanoo related activities;

(ii) recommend  people  to  the  Authority to  receive  awards  for

notable and legendary achievements in Junkanoo; and

(iii) explore ways in which people involved in Junkanoo could

receive  recognition,  acknowledgement,  and  rewards  for

participation in Junkanoo;

(h) a  Research  and Preservation  Committee  which  shall  comprise  a

member of the Authority selected under subsection (3),  and four

persons appointed by the Authority, one of whom shall be appointed

chairman, to —

(i) serve as Junkanoo reference and resource consultants to the

Authority;

(ii) research  Junkanoo  from  a  historical  perspective  by

examining the past and present development of Junkanoo to

ascertain  the evolution of Junkanoo over time; 
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(iii) write the history of Junkanoo and  ensure that the authenticity

of Junkanoo is maintained; 

(iv) develop and improve Junkanoo parades from research, and

from  ascertaining  diverse  viewpoints  and  influences  on

Junkanoo; and

(v) establish an online Memorial for  fallen heroes of  Junkanoo,

including biographies, and  photos; 

(i) a  Legal  Committee  which  shall  comprise  the  Director  of  Legal

Affairs, or other legal officer of the Office of the Attorney-General,

who shall be chairman of the committee, a member of the Authority

selected under subsection (3) and two lawyers of more than three

years’ call to the Bar, to —

(i) advise the Authority on legal matters pertaining to Junkanoo;

(ii) assist  with  the  legal,  constitutional  and  formalization  of

Junkanoo  groups  and  Associations  registered  with  the

Authority; and 

(iii) collaborate  with  the  Judges’  Committee,  the  Rules

Committee, the Statistics Committee, other committees of the

Authority,  and   with  Junkanoo  groups,  to  ensure  that  the

committees and Junkanoo groups function within the law;

(j) a  Public  Relations  and  Communication  Committee  which  shall

comprise a member of the Authority selected under subsection (3),

and two persons appointed by the Authority, one of whom shall be

appointed chairman, to —

(i) collaborate  with  the  Commercialization,  Marketing  and

Funding Committee;

(ii) manage how information about Junkanoo is disseminated to

the public;

(iii) maintain a favourable public image of Junkanoo;

(iv) compose press releases for the Authority;

(v) develop  social  media  programs  to  influence  the  public’s

perception of Junkanoo; and

(vi) increase  the  public’s  awareness  of  Junkanoo  and  the

importance of Junkanoo to the culture of The Bahamas;   

(k) a  Commercialization,  Marketing  and  Funding  Committee  which

shall comprise a member of the Authority selected under subsection

(3),  and  three  other  persons  appointed  by the  Authority,  one  of

whom shall be appointed chairman, to —
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(i) recommend ways in which Junkanoo may be commercialized

as an industry of The Bahamas;

(ii) recommend  to  the  Authority,  ways  for  participants  in

Junkanoo to derive economic benefits from Junkanoo, and to

devise a formula which assists in the expansion of cultural

industries related to Junkanoo; and

(iii) establish  a  national  Junkanoo  Hall  of  Fame  to  honor

excellence in Junkanoo, preserve the history of Junkanoo,  to

inspire  future  generations  of  Bahamians,  and  to  create  a

legacy of Junkanoo; 

(l) a  Penalties  Committee  which  shall  comprise  a  member  of  the

Authority  selected  under  subsection  (3),  and  six  other  members

appointed  by  the  Authority,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed

chairman, to assess penalties for violations against the regulations

committed by participants of Junkanoo groups, and to ensure proper

reporting of penalties to the Statistics Committee;

(m) a Rules Committee which shall comprise a member of the Authority

selected under subsection (3), and five other persons appointed by

the Authority, one of whom shall be appointed chairman, to assist

the Authority with reviewing, standardizing and drafting regulations

governing national Junkanoo parades and related Junkanoo events,

and to assist with the implementation of the regulations;

(n) an Advertising and Promotion Committee which shall comprise a

member  of  the  Authority  selected  under  subsection  (3),  and  six

other persons appointed by the Authority,  one of  whom shall  be

appointed chairman, to assist the Authority to plan and implement

ideas for the advancement of Junkanoo, to design programs and set

guidelines for promoting Junkanoo, and with the Public Relations

and  Communication  Committee’s  approval,  to  advertise  and

promote  Junkanoo  in  conjunction  with  the  Fund  Raising

Committee;

(o) a  Judges’  Committee  which  shall  comprise  a  member  of  the

Authority  selected  under  subsection  (3),  and  four  other  persons

appointed  by  the  Authority,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed

chairman,  to  assist  the  Authority  to  coordinate  and  review  the

syllabus for  Junkanoo Judging courses to be held at  intervals as

determined by the Authority, to assist in the selection, training and

overseeing of  parade judges,  and to  coordinate  the duties  of  the

committee  with  the  duties  of  the  Statistics  and  Penalties

Committees;
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(p) a Fund Raising Committee which shall comprise a member of the

Authority  selected  under  subsection  (3),  and  six  other  persons

appointed  by  the  Authority,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed

chairman, to establish plans for fund-raising events, to collaborate

with  the  Advertising  and  Promotion  Committee  relative  to  the

promotion of fund-raising events, to prepare budgets for fundraising

events, to determine the amounts of prize monies, and subsidies to

be  paid  out  for  events,  to  manage  the  ticketing  of  fundraising

events, and to be ultimately responsible for matters related to fund-

raising;

(q) a  Security  Committee  which  shall  comprise  a  member  of  the

Authority  selected  under  subsection  (3),  and  six  other  persons

appointed  by  the  Authority,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed

chairman, to collaborate with the Parade Management Committee

and with the Royal Bahamas Police force and the Defence Force,

and with private  security firms  to  ensure the smooth running of

national Junkanoo parades and events;

(r) a  Protocol  Committee  which  shall  comprise  a  member  of  the

Authority  selected  under  subsection  (3),  and  four  other  persons

appointed  by  the  Authority,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed

chairman, to collaborate with protocol officers of the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs and to enlist their assistance in providing protocol

services for  national Junkanoo parades and other Junkanoo related

events; 

(s) a  Statistics  Committee  which  shall  comprise  a  member  of  the

Authority  selected  under  subsection  (3),  and  four  other  persons

appointed  by  the  Authority,  one  of  whom  shall  be  appointed

chairman, to assist the Authority with the planning and management

of  national  Junkanoo  parades,  and  for  obtaining  and  keeping

statistics relating to Junkanoo; 

(t) the World Heritage Committee which shall comprise a member of

the  Authority  selected  under  subsection  (3),  and  two  people

appointed by the Authority to  collaborate  with UNESCO and to

ensure  the  inscription  and  preservation  of  Junkanoo  on  the

representative list  of  the intangible  cultural  heritage of humanity

maintained by UNESCO;     

(u) an Intellectual Property Rights Committee which shall comprise a

member  of  the Authority selected under  subsection (3),  and two

persons with legal backgrounds appointed by the Authority for the

purpose of ensuring that intellectual property rights in creations of

the  mind,  in  literary and  artistic  works,  and  in  the  designs  and

Page - 17



THE NATIONAL JUNKANOO AUTHORITY OF THE

BAHAMAS (WILLIS GEORGE BETHELL AND WILLIAM

WALLACE) ACT, 2026

symbols of the artists, craftsmen, and musicians of Junkanoo, are

legally protected  and enforced; and

(v) such  other  Sub-committees  as  may  be  prescribed,  to  assist  the

Authority  in  the  performance  of  the  functions  of  the  Authority

under this Act.

11. Local Committees of the Authority.

(1) The  Authority,  in  consultation  with  the  Chief  Executive  Officer,  may

appoint a local Junkanoo committee for a Family Island district or districts

and the Authority may delegate in writing to the committee, the power and

authority  to  carry  out,  on  the  Authority’s  behalf,  the  functions   and

policies as the Authority may determine, within the Family Island district

or districts for which the committee is appointed.

(2) The composition of a local Junkanoo committee shall be three members

appointed  by the  Authority,  three  members  elected  by local  Junkanoo

groups, and one other member of the Junkanoo community selected and

appointed by the Authority.

(3) A  local  Junkanoo  committee  shall  be  financed  from  funds  of  the

Authority, shall —

(a) be accountable to the Authority for expenditure of the funds of the

Authority;

(b) carry out the functions assigned to them by the Authority; and 

(c) implement the policies of the Authority.

(4) A local Junkanoo committee shall be fully responsible for the performance

of the functions assigned to the committee, and subject to the approval of

the Authority, shall have exclusive  authority within their Family Island

district or districts to —

(a) work with associations and organizations to manufacture and sell

Junkanoo products;

(b) provide advice and assistance to associations and organizations to

organize and implement Junkanoo in the district or districts;

(c) to  encourage  bilateral  exchanges  with  foreign  organizations  or

associations for the purpose of promoting Junkanoo; and

(d) make  recommendations  to  the  Authority for  the enhancement  of

Junkanoo and Junkanoo related activities in their local government

district or districts.

(5) The Authority shall set out in the letter of appointment of a local Junkanoo

committee, the procedure to be followed by the local Junkanoo committee

in the committee’s meetings and deliberations.
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12. Declarations of interest.

(1) A member of the Authority, whose interest is likely to be affected, whether

directly or indirectly, by a decision of the Authority on a subject matter,

shall disclose the nature of the interest in writing to the Secretary of the

Authority, not later than four days after the matter came to his knowledge.

(2) A disclosure  made  under  subsection  (1),  shall  be  raised  at  the  next

meeting  of  the  Authority,  and  after  the  disclosure,  the  member  of  the

Authority making the disclosure, shall not, unless the Authority otherwise

directs, be present or take part in the deliberations of the meeting of the

Authority when the matter concerning the disclosure is being discussed or

decided, and shall not vote on the matter.

(3) A member of a Sub-committee, whose interest is likely to be affected,

whether directly or indirectly, by a decision of the Sub-committee on a

subject matter, shall disclose the nature of the interest in writing to the

chairman of the Sub-committee, not later than two days after the matter

came to his knowledge.

(4) A disclosure  made  under  subsection  (3),  shall  be  raised  at  the  next

meeting of the Sub-committee, and after the disclosure, the member of the

Sub-committee making the disclosure, shall not, unless the chairman of

the  Sub-committee  otherwise  directs,  be  present  or  take  part  in  the

deliberations  of  the  meeting  of  the  Sub-committee  when  the  matter

concerning the disclosure is being discussed or decided, and shall not vote

on the matter.

13. Annual reports.

(1) The Authority shall prepare, and present, an annual report to Parliament,

on the activities of the Authority,  before the thirtieth day of September

each year.

(2) A report under this section shall be submitted through the Minister to the

President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Assembly, who

shall  as soon as practicable,  have the report  laid before the Houses of

Parliament. 

(3) Subject to subsection (4), the Authority may,  publish in such manner as it

sees  fit,  a  report  laid under  subsection (2) within fourteen days of the

report being laid, if satisfied it is in the public interest and there are no

other compelling reasons for denying public access to the report. 

(4) The Authority shall not, in a report laid under subsection (2), disclose a

communication —

(a) between a medical practitioner and his patient;
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(b) between a minister of religion and a person consulting the minister

about religious or other beliefs, or during a pastoral meeting about a

person’s spiritual or other needs; and

 (c) between a counsel and attorney and his client.

14. Office and branches of the Authority.

(1) The Authority shall establish the principal office of the Authority on the

Island of New Providence.

(2) The  Authority  may  establish  branch  offices  in  New  Providence,  the

Family Islands, or outside The Bahamas.

(3) A branch of the Authority shall be staffed and financed by the Authority

and the branch shall implement the policies and perform the functions of

the Authority under the direction of the Authority.

(4) A branch of the Authority shall be responsible for the management of the

affairs of the branch and shall have exclusive authority, within the region

or regions of the branch’s responsibility, to —

(a) work with associations and organizations to —

(i) enhance Junkanoo in their regions;

(ii) manufacture Junkanoo products for sale locally or abroad;

(iii) maintain brand consistency of Junkanoo products;

(iv) manage local sales of Junkanoo products; and

(v) build relationships with local customers and partners in 

selling Junkanoo products;

(b) provide  advice  and  assistance  in  organizing  and  administering

regional Junkanoo parades and Junkanoo related events;

(c) encourage  bilateral  exchanges  with  UNESCO  and  other  foreign

organizations  or  associations  for  the  purpose  of  promoting

Junkanoo; and

(d) make  recommendations  to  the  Authority for  the enhancement  of

Junkanoo and Junkanoo-related activities  within and outside The

Bahamas.

15. Seal of the Authority.

(1) The Authority shall have a seal which shall be kept in the custody of the

Chairman,  or  the  Deputy Chairman  and  the  impress  of  the  seal  on  a

document of the Authority, shall be authenticated by the signature of the

Chairman and the Secretary, or in the absence of the Chairman, by the

Deputy Chairman, and the Secretary.
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(2) Documents, other than those required by law to be under seal, made by

the Authority and decisions of the Authority, may be signified under the

hand of the Chairman, the Secretary, or a member duly authorized by the

Authority for the purpose.

PART III - STAFF OF THE AUTHORITY

16. Staff of the Authority.

(1) For the purpose of the proper discharge of the Authority’s functions, the

Authority may appoint  or  employ staff,  agents,  and  technical  or  other

advisers  whether  on a  permanent  or  temporary basis,  as  the  Authority

considers necessary, including a Chief Executive Officer, and a Treasurer

who shall be ex officio members of the Authority, a secretary and other

officers and employees, at such remuneration as the Authority considers

necessary.

(2) The Secretary shall assist the Chief Executive Officer with the day-to-day

administration of the Authority.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Part, the Authority may appoint staff on a

permanent or temporary basis and on such terms and conditions as the

Authority may determine,  and  the  Authority’s  offer  of  employment  in

each case shall be based on the Authority’s assessment of the suitability of

each person to carry out the functions of the Authority under this Act.

17. Chief Executive Officer. 

(1) To  be  eligible  for  appointment  as  the  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the

Authority,  a  person  must  have  a  bachelor’s  degree  in  business

management or public administration, have at least five years’ experience

in a senior management position in the public or private sector, should be

a  visionary leader  with  strong communication  and interpersonal  skills,

have a strong knowledge of administration, good computer, and literacy

skills, and have had some exposure to Junkanoo. 

(2) The Chief Executive Officer may be employed on a contract of not more

than  three  years’ duration  at  the  outset,  which  may be  renewed  for  a

further term of two years.   

(3) The Chief Executive Officer shall have responsibility for —

(a) setting the Authority’s vision and strategy;

(b) the effective and efficient  management and administration of the

overall operations and resources of the Authority;
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(c) the control and management of the staff of the Authority;

(d) the implementation of the policies of the Authority;

(e) acting as the public face of the Authority;

(f) building and maintaining relationships with stakeholders; 

(g) performing  such  other  functions  as  are  conferred  on  the  Chief

Executive Officer by the Authority,

and shall be subject to the control of the Authority.

(4) The Chief Executive Officer may be removed from office by the Authority

on the grounds of misconduct, inefficiency, or other good cause.

(5) When the Chief Executive Officer is absent from The Bahamas or is for

any  other  reason  unable  to  perform  the  functions  of  his  office,  the

Authority,  may appoint a person to act as Chief Executive Officer during

the Chief Executive Officer's absence or inability.

(6) The Secretary shall assist the Chief Executive Officer with the day-to-day

administration of the Authority.

18. Treasurer of the Authority.

(1) The Treasurer of the Authority shall be charged with the responsibility for

the financial administration of the Authority, including managing financial

records,  overseeing  budgeting  and  spending,  handling  cash  flow,  and

ensuring financial compliance with the laws governing financial prudence.

(2) The  Treasurer  may  delegate  to  an   officer  or  staff  of  the  Authority,

responsibility for the receipt, accounting, or disbursement of monies, or

with  custody or  delivery of  stores  or  other  property  belonging  to  the

Authority.

(3) The officer or staff  to whom the duties specified in subsection (2) are

delegated  shall  be  personally  responsible  for  the  due  and  efficient

discharge of his duties, and shall ensure —

(a) proper supervision of the accounts kept or controlled by him, and

property entrusted to his care; and

(b) due observance of the rules and regulations, and of the orders and

instructions  prescribed  for  his  guidance  in  exercising  his

responsibility.

(4) A person appointed as Treasurer of the Authority shall have experience

working as a financial officer in the public or private sector, shall have a

strong knowledge of accepted accounting principles and good computer

and  literacy skills, and shall be responsible for the administration of the

funds and assets of the Authority. 
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19. Pension Scheme for staff of the Authority.

(1) The Authority shall, within five years of the commencement of this Act,

provide for the establishment and maintenance of a pension scheme for

the benefit of the staff of the Authority.

(2) The Authority shall make provision for an employee’s service with the

Authority  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  pension  scheme,  to  be

considered in calculating the employee’s entitlement to benefits under the

pension scheme.

(3) Where  an  employee  of  the  Authority  dies  or  retires  before  the

establishment  of  the  pension  scheme,  the  Authority  shall  pay

superannuation  or  death  benefits  accruing  to  that  employee  under  the

terms of the employee’s contract of employment, which terms shall expire

on the establishment of the pension scheme under this Act. 

(4) The basis for the accrual and payment of superannuation or death benefits

and benefits under the pension scheme, shall be the same as the pension

benefits to which a public officer would be entitled under the Pensions Act

(Ch.43).

(5) The pension scheme may enable the Authority to —

(a) grant gratuities, pensions and superannuation allowances to, or to

the widows, families or dependents of, the officers and employees

of the Authority;

(b) establish contributory superannuation schemes,  and establish and

contribute to superannuation funds for the benefit of its officers and

employees;

(c) enter and carry into effect agreements with an insurance company

or other association or company,  to secure gratuities,  pensions or

allowances  for  employees  and  the   widow,  or  widower  of  the

employee, or to dependents of  employees under a pension scheme;

and

(d) donate  or  subscribe  to  charitable  institutions,  or  to  Junkanoo

groups,  sick  funds  or  benevolent  funds  calculated  to  benefit  the

employees  of  the  charitable  institution  or  members  of  Junkanoo

groups.

20. Transfer  or secondment of public officers to the Authority.

(1) A public  officer  may,  with  his  consent  and  with  the  approval  of  the

appropriate  service  commission,  be  transferred  to  the  service  of  the

Authority, or seconded to the service of the Authority for a period which

does not exceed two years.
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(2) Where a public officer is transferred to the Authority under subsection (1),

the officer shall become an employee of the Authority and shall cease to

be a public officer from the date of transfer.

(3) A public officer transferred to the Authority under subsection (1), shall be

employed  by  the  Authority  at  a  salary  and  on  terms  and  conditions

including pension and other benefits,  no less favourable than the terms

and conditions, and the pension, gratuity and other benefits to which the

officer was entitled at the time of transfer from the public service.

(4) A public officer seconded to the Authority from the public service under

subsection (1), shall continue to be in the public service for the period of

secondment to the Authority, and shall be eligible to the salary, pension,

gratuity or other benefit for which he would have been eligible, had he not

been  seconded  to  the  Authority,  and  the  Authority  shall  make  the

arrangements necessary to preserve the rights of the officer seconded to

the Authority. 

(5) Notwithstanding subsection (2),  where a  public  officer  transfers  to  the

Authority  before  the  establishment  of  the  Authority’s  pension  scheme

under  section  19,  the   public  officer  transferred,  shall  continue  to  be

entitled  to   the  pension,  gratuity  and  other  benefits  under  the  public

service  as  the  officer  would  have  been  entitled  had  the  officer  not

transferred to the Authority, and the pension, gratuity and other benefits if

they  become  due  before  the  establishment  of  the  Authority’s  pension

scheme, shall be paid out of the Consolidated Fund.

(6) Where, upon the establishment of the Authority’s pension scheme under

section 19, the pension rights and rights to other benefits to which a public

officer  transferred  under  subsection  (2)  was  entitled  under  the  public

service, did not become payable under subsection (5),  the pension rights

and rights to other benefits of the public officer shall be payable out of the

pension scheme established by the Authority.

(7) Where a public officer transfers to the Authority after the establishment of

the Authority’s pension scheme under section 19, the public officer shall

be entitled to  the pension, gratuity and other benefits provided under the

pension  scheme  which  shall  be  no  less  favourable  than  the  pension,

gratuity or other benefits he would have been entitled to had the officer

not  transferred  to  the  Authority,  and   the  pension,  gratuity  and  other

benefits shall be paid from the pension scheme under section 19.

(8) A transfer, including a transfer on secondment of a public officer, shall be

on terms acceptable to the Minister,  the Authority,  the relevant  service

commission, and the public officer.
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(9) Notwithstanding   subsection  (1),  a  person  employed  by  the  Authority

under  section  16,  or  an  officer  or  person  transferred  from the  public

service, under subsection (2) to the service of the Authority, shall not, in

the performance of his duties with the Authority, be regarded as the holder

of an office in the public service.

PART IV - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

21. Application of The Public Finance Management Act.

For this Part,  the Authority shall  be a “public body” for the purposes of the

application of Part III of the Public Finance Management Act, 2023 (No.4 of

2023).

22. The National Junkanoo Authority Fund.

(1) There is established, the National Junkanoo Fund.

(2) The Fund shall comprise —

(a) monies appropriated by Parliament for carrying out the purposes of

this Act;

(b) revenue  accruing  to  the  Authority  through  the  Authority’s

operations,  and activities, including ticket sales, sales of Junkanoo

products, royalties, and  other revenue earned from Junkanoo;

(c) donations, and grants to the Authority;

(d) loans raised by the Authority in its own name under section 28;

(e) funds generated from bond issues guaranteed by the Minister with

responsibility for Finance, or from assets of the Authority; 

(f) monies as may be  advanced to the Authority under section 4(c)(iii);

(g) monies as may be lawfully paid, or payable to, or vested in, the

Authority; and

(h) monies provided from sources as the Minister with responsibility

for Finance may approve.

(3) The Minister with responsibility for Finance may give directions as to the

amounts  in  which,  and  the  times  at  which,  monies  referred  to  in

subsection (2)(a) may be paid into the Fund;

(4) Monies appropriated under subsection (2)(a) may be disbursed only where

the  budget  of  the Authority is  laid and approved by Parliament  under

section 25;
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(5) Funds and revenue of the Authority shall be applied to the discharge of the

expenditure of the Authority properly incurred in the carrying out of the

functions of the Authority, as prescribed in section 23.

23. Application of the monies of the Fund.

(1) The  monies  comprising  the  Fund  shall  be  applied  in  defraying  the

following expenditure —

(a) the remuneration, fees and allowances of members of the Authority;

(b) the  salaries,  fees,  remunerations,  pensions,  gratuities,  and  other

benefits of the officers,  employees, agents,  and the technical and

other advisers of the Authority;

(c) the principal and interest on loans, or on the repayment of advances

made  to  the  Authority,  and  the  payment  of  money  to  fulfil

guarantees raised by the Authority;

(d) other  sums  as  may be  considered  appropriate  to  be  set  aside  in

respect of the depreciation of the property of the Authority; and

(e) other expenditure or obligation authorized by the Authority for the

discharge  of  the  functions  of  the  Authority  under  this  Act,  and

properly chargeable to revenue.

(2) The  Authority  may create  reserve  funds  out  of  which  money may be

expended  for  the  establishment  of  academic,  technical  or  vocational

grants,  or  for  other  charitable  or  benevolent  purposes  as  may,  in  the

opinion of the Authority be beneficial to, or for the enhancement of, the

welfare of artists, designers and composers of musical works engaged in

Junkanoo,  and  for  other  worthy  persons  who  contribute  to  Junkanoo

activities, and for financing projects for the future expansion of Junkanoo.

(3) Where the Authority has expended money under subsection (2) it shall list

the names of the recipients, the amount of money given to each recipient

and a  brief explanation of the reason for the expenditure in a schedule to

the  annual  financial  statement  of  the  Authority  required  under  section

31(2).

(4) The funds of the Authority not immediately required to be expended in

meeting obligations of the Authority or the discharge of a function of the

Authority, may be invested from time to time in securities approved by the

Minister with responsibility for Finance for investment by the Authority.

(5) Where gifts,  donations  or  grants  are  received by the Authority for  the

advancement of Junkanoo, the Authority shall inform the Minister of the

receipt of the gifts,  donations and monies, and the gifts,  donations and

monies  received  shall  be  used  for  the  purposes  determined  by  the

Authority.
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24. Power to own property.

(1) The Authority shall have power to own real and personal property.

(2) The property referred to in subsection (1) and the other assets of   the

Authority  shall  be  managed  and  controlled  by  the  Authority  for  the

purposes of the Authority under this Act.

25. Annual Budget of the Authority.

(1) The Authority shall prepare estimates of income and expenditure of the

Authority for each financial year or for some other period determined by

the Minister of Finance, and the Authority shall submit the estimates so

prepared, to the Minister of Finance not later than three months prior to

the commencement of the financial year or other period.

(2) The Minister of Finance may approve the budget or propose modifications

to  the  budget,  and  where  modifications  are  proposed,  the  Minister  of

Finance  shall  provide  reasons  for  the  modifications  proposed  to  the

budget, in writing to the Authority.

(3) The Authority may object  to the Minister  of  Finance in writing to the

modifications proposed or to the reasons for the  modifications proposed

to the budget submitted.

(4) The Minister of Finance shall review the objections of the Authority and

the Minister’s decision shall be final.

(5) The Minister of Finance shall lay the budget as approved by him before

Parliament within fourteen days of approval  or,  if  Parliament is  not  in

session, within fourteen days of the commencement of the next sitting of

Parliament.

26. Allocation of annual budget.

(1) The total sum of the annual budget of the Authority shall be allocated to

the Authority in two instalments, the first, within fourteen days of the new

financial year and the second, at the expiration of six months thereafter.

(2) The Authority shall determine the priority of the funds allocated in the

annual budget of the Authority.

27. Fiscal policy objective plan of the Authority.

The Authority shall prepare and submit to the Minister of Finance within six

months  from the  date  of  commencement  of  this  Act,  and  every three  years

thereafter, a three-year fiscal policy plan stating —

(a) the fiscal objectives and priorities of the Authority; and 
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(b) the anticipated fiscal expenditure of the Authority.

28. Power to borrow.

(1) The Authority may,  with the approval  and direction of the Minister  of

Finance,  borrow money for  the purpose of  meeting the obligations,  or

discharging the functions of the Authority.

(2) The approval of the Minister of Finance may be general or limited to a

particular  transaction  and  may  be  either  unconditional  or  subject  to

conditions as he thinks fit.

(3) The  Minister  of  Finance  may  guarantee  in  the  manner,  and  on  the

conditions as he thinks fit, the payment of the principal and interest on

money borrowed by the Authority.

(4) Subject to subsection (5), the Minister of Finance may guarantee, in the

manner the Minister thinks fit, the repayment of the principal and interest,

and  other  charges  on  approved  borrowings  made  by  the  Authority

otherwise than by way of advance under section 22(2)(f).

(5) Where the Minister of Finance is satisfied that there is a default in the

repayment  of  principal  or  interest  guaranteed  under  this  section,  the

Minister shall direct the repayment out of the Consolidated Fund of the

amount in default.

29. Repayment by the Authority.

The Authority shall make to the Minister of Finance, at times and in the manner

as the Minister of Finance may direct, monies guaranteed by the Minister and

paid on behalf of the Authority under section 28(3). 

30. Financial year.

The financial year of the Authority shall be the twelve-month period ending on

30th June in each year.

31. Accounts and audit.

(1) The  Authority  shall  keep  proper  accounts  and  other  records  of  the

transactions and affairs of the Authority and shall do all things necessary

to ensure that payments out of the monies of the Authority are correctly

made and properly authorized,  and that  adequate control  is  maintained

over  the  assets  of,  or  in  the  custody  of,  the  Authority,  and  over  the

incurring of liability by the Authority.
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(2) The Authority shall submit a financial statement in respect of the financial

year to the Minister no later than three months after the closure of the

financial year.

(3) The Minister shall cause a copy of the financial statement referred to in

subsection (2), to be laid in Parliament within one month after receipt of

the  financial  statement,  or  if  Parliament  is  not  in  session,  within  one

month after the commencement of the next sitting of Parliament.

(4) The accounts of the Authority shall  be subject  to audit  by the Auditor

General  in  all  respects  as  if  they  were  the  public  accounts  of  The

Bahamas.

(5) The  Authority  shall  forward  to  the  Minister  a  copy  of  the  audited

statement of accounts together with a report by the Auditor-General not

later than one month after the receipt of the audited statement of accounts,

and the Minister shall ensure that the audited statement of accounts and

report  are  laid  in  Parliament  within  one  month  after  receipt,  or  if

Parliament is not in session, within one month after the commencement of

the next sitting of Parliament.

(6) In addition to the annual audit, the Auditor-General may, at any time, audit

the accounts and examine the records of the financial transactions of the

Authority and shall forthwith draw to the attention of the Chairman and

Minister, irregularities disclosed by the audit and examination, which, in

the  opinion  of  the  Auditor-General,  are  of  sufficient  importance  to  be

reported.

(7) The Authority, with the approval of the Minister of Finance, may write off

the bad debts of the Authority.

PART V - MISCELLANEOUS

32. Procurement.

(1) The  Treasurer  of  the  Authority  shall  evaluate  and  recommend  to  the

Authority the award of contracts for goods, works and services required

by the Authority in amounts not exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars.

(2) The  Authority shall  appoint  a  procurement  committee  to  evaluate  and

recommend to the Authority the award of contracts for goods, works, and

services  required  by  the  Authority  in  amounts  exceeding  twenty-five

thousand dollars.

(3) The Authority shall, with respect to the procurement of goods, works and

services, comply with the provisions of the Public Procurement Act, 2023
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(No.3 of 2023) and establish guidelines in accordance with the principles

of  procurement  in  Part  II  of  the  Second  Schedule  to  the  Public

Procurement Act, 2023. 

(4) The procurement committee shall consist of —

(a) the Chief Executive Officer as chairman of the committee;

(b) the Treasurer who shall be the deputy chairman; 

(c) a technical officer appointed by the Minister of Works; 

(d) a financial officer appointed by the Minister of Finance; and

(e) a person appointed by the Authority from the Junkanoo community.

(5) At meetings of the committee, three members shall form a quorum, one of

whom must be the chairman or deputy chairman.

(6) The chairman, or in his absence, the deputy chairman shall, in the case of

an equality of votes, have a second or casting vote.

33. Regulations.

The Minister may, after consultation with the Authority, make regulations for —

(a) the constitution, powers and function of Sub-committees appointed

under section 10;

(b) the operation of the Pension Scheme established under section 19;

(c) the control of the financial operations of the Authority; 

(d) the accreditation of officials, members of the Authority, members of

committees,  participants  and  spectators  for  access  to   national

Junkanoo parade venues;

(e) the administration, management and operation of Junkanoo parades

and other Junkanoo related activities;

(f) the control of the finances of the Authority;

(g) the control of the behaviour and activities of Junkanoo groups on

parade routes;

(h) the  system  of  judging  and  scoring  of  points  of  groups  and

individuals in national Junkanoo parades;

(i) the  registration,  and  certification  of  individuals  and  groups  to

participate in national  Junkanoo parades;

(j) the process or system of controlling access to, and the seating of

spectators at, national Junkanoo parades;

(k) the establishment of national  Junkanoo parade routes;

(l) the  system  of  ticketing  of  persons  wishing  to  view  national

Junkanoo parades in person;

Page - 30



THE NATIONAL JUNKANOO AUTHORITY OF THE 

BAHAMAS (WILLIS GEORGE BETHELL AND WILLIAM

WALLACE) ACT, 2026

(m) the rules relating to radio and television broadcasts and broadcasts

via  other  media  platforms,  of  national  Junkanoo  parades  and

Junkanoo related activities;

(n) the security arrangements for national Junkanoo parade routes;

(o) the provision of ambulance services and other emergency medical

care services for national Junkanoo parades;

(p) the provision of toilets  and other amenities at  national  Junkanoo

parade venues;

(q) the oversight of the management and control of Junkanoo groups;

(r) the selection and training of judges for national Junkanoo parades;

(s) controlling the financial operations of the Authority;

(t) the protection of intellectual property rights for the literary, artistic,

and musical works, and designs and symbols of Junkanoo;

(u) prescribing fees to be paid for venue tickets for national Junkanoo

parades and for other Junkanoo related activities; and

(v)  the better administration of the Act.
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