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AIRPORT AUTHORITY ACT

PART I - PRELIMINARY

1. Short title.

This Act may be cited as the Airport Authority Act.

2. Interpretation.

In this Act —

“airport” means a defined area of land or water intended or designated to 

be  used  wholly or  partly  for  landing,  departure,  movement  and 

servicing of aircrafts and any buildings, installations and equipment 

(excluding  air  traffic  control  installations  and  equipment)  on  or 

adjacent to the area of land or water and used for such or related 

purposes and specified in the First Schedule or Third Schedule1;

“Authority” means the Airport Authority established by section 3;

“financial year” means a period of twelve months ending on the 30th day 

of June;

“Minister” means the Minister responsible for the Airport Authority; and

“officer” and  “employee” includes  a  public  officer  transferred  to  the 

Authority.

PART II – ESTABLISHMENT OF THE AIRPORT 
AUTHORITY

3. Establishment of Authority. 

(1) There is hereby established a body corporate, to be known as the Airport 

Authority to which shall be transferred the airports specified in the First 

Schedule and the Third Schedule, respectively.

(2) The Second Schedule shall have effect with respect to the constitution and 

proceedings of the Authority and otherwise in relation thereto.

4. Appointment of Management.

(1) The  Authority  shall,  after  consultation  with  the  Minister,  appoint  and 

employ at such remuneration and on such terms and conditions as it thinks 

fit, a General Manager who shall be charged with responsibility for the 

operations and maintenance of airports.
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(2) The Authority shall also appoint and employ at such remuneration and on 

such terms and conditions as it thinks fit —

(a) a  Deputy  General  Manager  and  such  other  officers  whose 

responsibilities  will  include  finance,  administration,  operations, 

facility  and  fleet  maintenance,  safety,  marketing,  commercial 

services,  public  relations,  sanitation  and  environmental  services; 

and

(b) a Director of Security who shall be charged with the maintenance of 

security at airports.

(3) Whenever the General Manager is absent from The Bahamas or is for any 

reason unable to exercise the powers conferred or perform the duties of 

his office, the Deputy General Manager shall exercise those powers and 

perform those duties.

5. Classification and staffing of airports.

(1) The Authority shall classify the airports specified in the First and Third 

Schedules into varying categories in accordance with criteria and in the 

manner prescribed in regulations.

(2) Subject to section 9 and the regulations, the Authority may appoint and 

employ a  secretary and  any officers,  servants  or  agents  the  Authority 

considers necessary to carry out its functions at such remuneration and on 

such terms and conditions as the Authority thinks fit.

(3) Regulations  made  by  the  Minister  pursuant  to  subsection  (1)  may 

prescribe  the  requisite  posts  and  personnel,  including  salary  scales, 

allowances and other benefits, applicable to each category of airport.

6. Functions of the Authority. 

(1) The functions of the Authority shall be the —

(a) classification of airports;

(b) management,  maintenance  and  operations  of  airports  in 

conformance with all applicable national regulations;

(c) provision of airport security and facilitation;

(d) provision of Rescue and Fire Fighting Services;

(e) development and operation of the airports as commercially viable 

entities;

(f) provision  of  aircraft  ground  handling  services  on  a  commercial 

basis;

(g) development of master plans and land use plans in relation to each 

airport;

(h) setting of fees and charges for airports in accordance with ICAO 

recommendations;

(i) collection of aeronautical and non-aeronautical fees and charges;
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(j) planning, financing and implementation of capital projects to ensure 

the infrastructure of each airport meets the operational and service 

needs of its customers; and

(k) performance  of  such  functions  in  relation  to  aerodromes  as  the 

Minister may direct.

(2) Notwithstanding  section  8,  the  Authority  may,  with  approval  of  the 

Minister, engage an independent contractor or independent contractors to 

perform any or all of the functions granted to the Authority pursuant to 

this Act.

7. Powers of the Authority.

(1) The Authority shall have such power as may be requisite or incidental for 

or in connection with the performance of its functions.

(2) Without  prejudice to  the generality of  subsection (1),  the  Authority in 

respect of each airport —

(a) may construct, alter and maintain buildings at the airport;

(b) may purchase land or buildings;

(c) may grant leases, or other interests or concessions in respect of land 

or buildings within the airport and its environ on such terms and 

conditions and subject to the payment of rent or other consideration 

as the Authority may think fit;

(d) may, impose charges and fees for use of an airport2 and its facilities;

(e) shall, notwithstanding the provisions of the Road Traffic Act3, be 

responsible  for  the  control  of  traffic  on  all  roads  within  the 

perimeter of each airport4.

8. Power to Delegate.

(1) The  Authority  may delegate  to  any of  its  members  or  employees  the 

power  and  authority  to  perform  on  its  behalf  such  functions  and  to 

exercise such powers as the Authority may determine.

(2) A delegation under subsection (1) shall be revocable at will and shall not 

preclude the Authority from performing the functions and exercising the 

powers so delegated.

9. Directions.

Except in connection with the imposition by the Authority of charges and fees 

pursuant to paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section 7, the Minister may give to 

the Authority directions of a general or of a specific nature as to the policy to be 

followed by the Authority in the performance of its functions as appear to the 

Minister to be requisite in the public interest and the Authority shall give effect 

to these directions.
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10. Funds and resources of the Authority.

The funds and resources of the Authority shall consist of —

(a) any moneys as from time to time accrue to the Authority from its 

operations,  including  advertising  fees,  airbridge  fees,  aircraft 

ground handling service fees, aircraft parking fees, car-park fees, 

catering fees, concessions fees, landing fees, refuelling royalty fees, 

rent, or other prescribed payments;

(b) any moneys as from time to time are provided by Parliament;

(c) any moneys as from time to time are borrowed by the Authority 

pursuant to section 11; and

(d) any moneys and property as from time to time may in any manner 

be lawfully paid to or vested in the Authority.

11. Borrowing powers.

(1) The Authority may borrow sums required by it  for  meeting any of its 

obligations incurred in, or for, the performance of its functions and in that 

behalf  but  without  prejudice  to  any other  manner  or  form of  issuing 

securities, the Authority may issue bonds, debentures or other securities in 

such form as the Authority with the approval of the Minister, determines.

(2) The  power  of  the  Authority  under  subsection  (1)  to  borrow  shall  be 

exercisable only with the approval of the Minister given with the consent 

of the Minister of Finance as to the amount, the sources of the borrowing 

and as to the terms on which the borrowing may be effected except that  

where the borrowing is of an amount not in excess of five million dollars 

the consent of the Minister of Finance shall not be required under this 

subsection  unless  at  the  respective  date  the  aggregate  liability  of  the 

Authority ensuing from borrowing without such consent is or would be in 

excess of that amount.

(3) An approval given in any respect for the purposes of subsection (2) may 

be either general or limited to a particular borrowing or otherwise.

12. Guarantee of loan to Authority.

(1) Subject to subsection (2), the Minister of Finance may, on behalf of the 

Government, at the request of the Minister guarantee in such manner and 

on such conditions as he thinks fit the repayment of the principal of, and 

the payment of interest and other charges on, any authorised borrowing of 

the Authority.

(2) No guarantee shall be given for the purposes of subsection (1) unless prior 

approval  thereof  has  been  signified  by  the  House  of  Assembly  in 

accordance  with  section  18  of  the  Financial  Administration  and  Audit 

Act5.

(3) Where the Minister of Finance is satisfied that there has been default in 

the repayment of any moneys guaranteed under subsection (1), he shall 
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direct the payment out of the Consolidated Fund of the amount in respect 

of which there has been such default and such payment shall be a charge 

on the Consolidated Fund.

(4) Where  any sum is  issued  from the  Consolidated  Fund  for  fulfilling  a 

guarantee given under this section, the Minister of Finance shall, as soon 

as possible after  the end of  each financial  year  beginning with that  in 

which the sum is issued and ending with that in which all liability under 

the guarantee is finally discharged, lay before the House of Assembly a 

statement relating to that sum.

13. Repayment by the Authority of sums issued to meet guarantees. 

(1) The Authority shall make to the Minister of Finance at such times and in 

such manner as the Minister may,  with the approval of the Minister of 

Finance direct, payment of such amounts as may be directed in or towards 

the repayment of such sums issued in fulfilment of any guarantee given 

under section 12, and payments of interest on what is outstanding for the 

time being in respect of any sums so issued at such rate as may be so  

directed;  and  different  rates  of  interest  may  be  directed  as  respects 

different sums and as respects interest for different periods.

(2) The Minister shall lay before the House of Assembly a statement of any 

payment due from the Authority under subsection (1) which is not paid as 

required.

14. Securities issued by the Authority. 

Where any bonds, debentures or other securities are issued pursuant to the power 

conferred upon it by section 11, the Authority —

(a) shall  establish  a  sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  any bonds, 

debentures or other securities so issued;

(b) may  postpone  sinking  fund  contributions  for  such  periods  and 

subject to such conditions as may be approved by the Minister with 

the consent of the Minister of Finance; and

(c) may enter into arrangements with any persons as regards the issuing 

and marketability of such bonds, debentures or other securities and 

the  keeping  of  any  records,  or  the  carrying  out  of  any  of  the 

services in relation thereto.

15. Surplus funds.

At the end of  each  financial  year,  any moneys  standing to  the credit  of  the 

Authority and not  required for any current  purpose or for the sinking fund’s 

requirements  may  from  time  to  time  either  be  carried  to  any  reserve  fund 

established  under  section  16  or  be  invested  by  the  Authority  in  securities 

approved by the Minister after consultation with the Minister of Finance; and the 

Authority may from time to time,  with the approval  of  the Minister  and the  

Minister of Finance, sell any or all of such securities.
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16. Reserve Fund. 

(1) The Authority shall establish a reserve fund.

(2) Subject to section 15, the Authority may determine the management of the 

reserve fund, the sum to be carried from time to time to the credit of the 

fund and the application of the reserve fund.

(3) No  part  of  the  reserve  fund  shall  be  applied  otherwise  than  for  the 

purposes of the Authority.

(4) Subject to section 15, the power of the Minister to give directions to the 

Authority pursuant to section 9 shall extend to the giving of directions to 

the  Authority  as  to  any  matter  relating  to  the  establishment  or 

management of the reserve fund or the application of the reserve fund.

17. Balancing of revenue account, and surplus revenue.

(1) The Authority shall discharge its functions so as to ensure that its revenues 

are not  less than sufficient  to meet  all  sums properly chargeable to its 

revenue account,  including,  without6 prejudice to the generality of this 

provision, provision in respect of its obligations under section 15 and this 

section, taking one year with another.

(2) Any excess of the revenue of the Authority for any financial year over the 

sums properly chargeable to its revenue account for that year including the 

provisions referred to in subsection (1) shall be applied by the Authority 

for such purposes as the Authority may determine.

(3) The Authority shall prepare for each new financial year an annual budget 

of revenue and expenditure which shall be submitted at least two months 

prior to the commencement of the financial year to the Minister.

18. Accounts and audits.

(1) The Authority shall keep proper accounting and other records in relation 

to  the  operations  of  the  airport,  and  shall  prepare  in  respect  of  each 

financial year, financial statements.

(2) The financial statements of the Authority for each financial year shall be 

audited by an auditor appointed by the Authority with the prior approval 

of the Minister.

(3) Four months after the end of each financial year the Authority shall submit 

a copy of the audited financial statements to the Minister, together with a 

copy of the auditor’s report.

(4) The Minister shall lay or cause to be laid a copy of such audited financial  

statements before each House of Parliament, together with a copy of the 

auditor’s report.
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19. Annual Report.

(1) The  Authority  shall,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  expiration  of  each 

financial year or in any event not later than the thirty-first day of October 

in any year,  submit to the Minister a report  dealing generally with the 

activities of the Authority during the preceding financial year.

(2) The Minister shall cause a copy of every such report to be laid on the table 

of both Houses of Parliament.

20. Acquisition of Land.

(1) Where any immovable property, not being Crown Land, is needed for the 

purpose  of  the  Authority,  the  Authority  may,  in  default  of  agreement, 

make a request to the Minister for the acquisition of such property and, in 

that case, the property may be acquired in accordance with the Acquisition 

of Land Act or any other Act relating to the acquisition of land for public 

purposes for the time being in force, and any declaration required under 

any such Act that land is so needed may be made notwithstanding that  

compensation is  to  be paid out  of  the funds of  the Authority,  and the 

declaration shall have effect as if it were a declaration that such land is 

needed for a public purpose made in accordance with that Act.

(2) Expenses  and  compensation  in  respect  of  any  immovable  property 

acquired under this section shall be paid by the Authority.

21. Airport Security.

(1) The Authority shall establish and maintain a security department which 

shall be supervised and managed by the Director of Security.

(2) The Authority shall appoint and employ at such remuneration and on such 

conditions as it thinks fit persons to be security officers.

(3) Every  security  officer  appointed  under  subsection  (2)  shall  on 

appointment  make  a  declaration  before  a  magistrate  that  he  will  duly 

execute the office of a security officer.

(4) Every security officer appointed under subsection (2) shall while on duty 

at the airport to which he is assigned be charged with —

(a) the protection of the airport; and

(b) the maintenance of order at the airport.

(5) The security department maintained under this section shall be under the 

exclusive control of the Authority, and the Authority shall have power to 

suspend or terminate the appointment of any of its security officers.

22. Power of Arrest.

A security officer appointed under section 21 may, within any area of the airport  

to which he is assigned, have the same powers of arrest as a peace officer under 

the Penal Code7.
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23. Penalty.

A person who contravenes this Act may be removed from and prohibited from 

re-entering the area to which the Act applies by a security officer, and a vehicle,  

animal or thing found in such area in contravention of this Act may be removed 

by a security officer, and upon summary conviction for such contravention, the 

owner or person in charge or the vehicle, animal or thing may, in addition to any 

other penalty as may be imposed by this Act, be ordered by the court to pay the  

cost of such removal.

24. Amendment of First, Second and Third Schedules.

The Minister may by order amend the First, Second and Third Schedules.

25. Regulations.

The Minister on the recommendation of the Authority, may make regulations for 

the designation, management, control and supervision of the airports specified in 

the First and Third Schedules, respectively and for the better carrying out of its 

functions and powers under this Act, and may by the regulations provide for all  

or any of the following purposes —

(a) prohibiting or regulating traffic (including the parking of vehicles 

of every class and description) in any part of an airport or other 

premises of the Authority;

(b) regulating  the  admission  and  conduct  of  persons  (whether  as 

passengers or otherwise) and of animals in an airport or in any part 

thereof or in or upon other premises of the Authority;

(c) prescribing  and  regulating  the  payment  and  collection  of  fees 

payable in respect of or in relation to any permit or any services 

rendered  or  facilities  provided  at  an  airport  for  which  the 

regulations provide;

(d) providing for the safety or well-being of persons and the care of 

property connected with the undertakings of the Authority;

(e) the regulation of commercial transactions in or upon any premises 

the property of the Authority;

(f) the imposition in respect of any contravention of the regulations of 

a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars or imprisonment for a 

term not exceeding two years or both such fine and imprisonment;

(g) prescribing standards in keeping with international standards for the 

management, control and supervision of an airport;

(h) any  other  matter  appearing  to  the  Minister  to  be  necessary  or 

expedient for the purpose of giving due effect to the provisions of 

this Act.
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26. Transfer of public officers.

(1) Every  pensionable  officer  of  the  Department  of  Civil  Aviation  as  the 

Governor-General may by order designate shall be transferred from the 

service of the Government to the service of the Authority and such officer 

shall  be  transferred  for  the  period  extending  from  the  date  of  the 

commencement  of  the  order  to  the  date  on  which  the  officer  accepts 

permanent  employment  with  the  Authority  under  section  27  or  for  a 

period  of  one  year  from the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  order, 

whichever is the shorter.

(2) Nothing  in  this  subsection  shall  preclude  an  officer,  transferred  to  the 

service of  the Authority under  this  section,  from applying at  any time 

during  the  period  referred  to  in  subsection  (1)  for  a  transfer  to  a  

Government Department in accordance with the terms and conditions of 

service  attached  to  the  appointment  held  by  that  officer  at  the 

commencement of the order and, on that application being made, the same 

consideration  shall  be  given  to  the  application  as  if  the  applicant  had 

continued in the service of the Government.

(3) During the  period  referred to  in  subsection  (1)  the  officer  shall  be so 

employed by the Authority that the officer’s remuneration and conditions 

of  service are  no less  favourable  than those which are  attached to the 

appointment  under  the  Government  held  by  the  officer  at  the 

commencement of this Act or which would have become attached to such 

appointment,  during  the  period  referred  to  in  subsection  (1),  had  the 

officer continued in the service of the Government, but, for the purposes 

of the pension and gratuity, the period of service with the Authority shall 

be deemed to be service with the Government; the Authority shall pay to 

the  Government  such  contributions  in  respect  of  the  cost  of  pensions 

earned by the officer during the period referred to in subsection (1) as may 

be determined by the Treasurer.

27. Offer of permanent employment to public officers.

(1) Within the period of one year referred to in section 26, the Authority may 

offer to any public officer transferred to the Authority under that section 

permanent employment with the authority at a remuneration and on terms 

and conditions no less favourable than those which are attached to the 

service under the Government held by such officer at the commencement 

of this Act or which would have become attached to such appointment, 

during such period as aforesaid, had such officer continued in the service 

of the Government.

(2) Every  public  officer  who  accepts  permanent  employment  with  the 

Authority offered to him under subsection (1) shall, for all purposes be 

deemed to have ceased to be in the service with the Government on the 

date of his acceptance.
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(3) Every public officer who —

(a) having  been  offered  permanent  employment  with  the  Authority 

under subsection (1), refuses to accept such employment; or

(b) has  not  been  offered  permanent  employment  with  the  Authority 

under subsection (1), 

may at the expiration of the one year period referred to in section 26 be 

transferred from the service of the Authority back to the service under the 

Government.

28. Pension of persons transferred from public service to the Authority.

(1) Where a public officer holding a pensionable office under the Government 

of The Bahamas, ceases to be the holder of that office by reason of his 

transfer with his consent to the service of the Authority and that person 

subsequently  retires  from  the  service  of  the  Authority  in  such 

circumstances that, had he remained a public officer he would have been 

eligible  for  pension  under  the  Pensions  Act8,  then  in  any  such  case 

subsections (2) and (3) have effect.

(2) A pension  payable  to  a  person  mentioned  in  subsection  (1)  by  the 

Authority to whose service he has been transferred shall be calculated and 

granted to him in respect of his total service under the Government of The 

Bahamas and with the Authority taken together and such service shall be 

reckoned as continuous for pension purposes.

(3) There shall be payable out of the Consolidated Fund upon the warrant of 

the Minister of Finance to the Authority a contribution to every pension 

paid in accordance with subsection (2), such amounts as would have been 

payable to the person concerned by way of pension under the Pensions 

Act9, if that person had retired from the public service and if he has been 

granted a pension under the Pensions Act10 upon the date of his ceasing to 

be a public officer.

29. Transfer of assets to the Authority. 

11(1) All  immovable  and  movable  property and undertakings  owned  by the 

Government and used by it for the operation of an airport, immediately 

prior  to  the  transfer  of  the  management  and  control  thereof  to  the 

Authority (excluding air traffic control installations and equipment) shall 

by virtue of this Act be transferred to and vested in the Authority for the 

same purpose as they were held by the Government immediately before 

the date of the coming into operation of this Act.

(2) The transfer and vesting referred to in subsection (1) shall extend to the 

whole of such movable and immovable property and undertakings and 

shall include assets, powers, rights, and privileges and all things necessary 

or  ancillary  which  are  held  or  enjoyed  in  connection  therewith  or  

appertaining to the immovable and movable property and undertakings as 
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well as all obligations affecting or relating to the movable and immovable 

property or undertakings.

PART III - FAMILY ISLAND AIRPORTS UNDER 
MANAGEMENT AND OPERATION OF THE AUTHORITY

29A. Management and operation of Family Island airports.

(1) On the day this Act comes into operation the Authority shall commence, 

or continue under this Part, the management and operation of the Family 

Island airports specified in the Third Schedule.

(2) The  powers,  functions  and  responsibilities  of  the  Minister  and  the 

Authority pursuant to this Act apply,  mutatis mutandis, in respect of the 

Family Island airports as they apply in respect of an airport specified in 

the First Schedule.

(3) The  transfer  of  assets  to  the  Authority  under  section  29  shall  apply, 

mutatis  mutandis,  to  all  immovable  and  movable  property  and 

undertakings owned by the Government,  its  departments  and agencies, 

and used for the operation of any Family Island airport specified in the 

Third Schedule.

12(4) The Authority shall manage and operate any of the Family Island airports 

specified in the Third Schedule by ––

(a) delegating,  with  the  approval  of  the  Minister,  any  or  all  of  its 

functions under this Act to one or more independent contractors; or

(b) in accordance with section 29B.

29B. Establishment of the Family Island Airports Department.

(1) There  is  established,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  functions  and 

responsibilities of the Authority under this Act in relation to the Family 

Island airports specified in the Third Schedule, a department to be known 

as the “Family Island Airports Department” (in this Part referred to as the 

“Department”).

(2) The Department shall —

(a) be13 headed by a Director of Family Island Airports, appointed by 

the Minister, who shall –

(i) report to the General Manager;

(ii) be responsible for the exercise and discharge of all functions 

and powers of the Department:

(iii) have  control  over  all  divisions  and  units,  personnel  and 

activities of the Department;

(b) in relation to the Family Islands and subject to the direction and 

supervision of the General Manager —
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(i) have as its primary objective and activity the operation and 

management of the airports specified in the Third Schedule:

(ii) discharge the functions  of  the Authority set  out  in  section 

6(1);

14(iii) perform  and  exercise  the  powers  of  the  Authority  under 

paragraphs 7(2) (a), (d) and (e);

(iv) perform  such  functions  in  relation  to  Family  Island 

aerodromes as the Authority may direct;

(c) comprise  such  divisions  and  units  as  the  Authority  considers 

appropriate including, but not limited to —

(i) Airside Positions:

(ii) Airport Managers;

(iii) Safety Management Systems;

(iv) Aerodrome Operations;

(v) Quality Assurance;

(vi) Rescue and Fire Fighting Services;

(d) ensure the provision of appropriate airport facilities and services in 

accordance  with  regulations  made,  and  directions  given,  by  the 

Minister; and

(e) ensure the provision of facilities and services in accordance with 

requirements published by the Civil Aviation Authority pursuant to 

the Civil Aviation Act15.

(3) The Director of Family Island Airports may, subject to such regulations, 

supervision and review as may be prescribed, authorise the performance 

and  exercise  by any officer,  employee,  division  or  administrative  unit 

under the Director’s jurisdiction, of any function or power of the Director 

or the Department under this Part.

(4) The Director may, subject to such regulations, supervision and review as 

may be prescribed, delegate the performance and exercise of any function 

or power assigned to the Director to a properly qualified private person.

(5) The  Director  of  Family Island Airports  shall  monitor  and  oversee  the 

performance  and  exercise  of  any  function  or  power  authorised  or 

delegated by the Director pursuant to subsections (3) and (4).

16(6) The Authority shall  manage,  operate,  maintain and develop the Family 

Island airports specified in the Third Schedule, through the Department, 

on  a  commercial  basis  in  a  safe,  secure  and  efficient  manner  while 

advancing economic and community development for the general benefit 

of Bahamians.

17(7) The  provisions  of  this  section  29B  shall  not  apply  if  the  Authority 

delegates  its  functions  in  respect  of  a  Family  Island  airport  to  an 

independent contractor in accordance with section 29A(4)(a).

Page - 15



18PART IIIA –– GRAND BAHAMA INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT

1929C.Acquisition of Grand Bahama International Airport.

(1) By virtue of the acquisition of all shares of the Grand Bahama Airport  

Company  Limited,  the  Authority  has  acquired  the  Grand  Bahama 

International Airport.

(2) The vesting of all property, rights, and easements under the conveyance 

referred  to  in  subsection  (1)  shall  be  binding  on  all  persons 

notwithstanding  that  apart  from this  section  such  vesting  would  have 

required the consent or concurrence of another person.

(3) The  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  apply  mutatis  mutandis to  the 

management and operations of the Grand Bahama International Airport.

2029D.Authority’s relationship with the Port.

(1) The  Authority,  its  delegates,  lessees,  subcontractors  or  any  company 

engaged  to  manage  the  Grand  Bahama  International  Airport  shall  be 

subject to all regulations, environmental and building permits required by 

the Port.

(2) Fees for environmental and building permits referred to in subsection (1) 

shall be on terms no less favourable than other licensees of the Port.

(3) For the avoidance of doubt, the Grand Bahama International Airport shall 

remain a part of the Port Area and therefore the Authority shall be entitled 

to all benefits and liable to obligations as if it were a licensee of the Port.

PART IV - MISCELLANEOUS

30. Construction  of  laws,  contracts,  etc.,  in  relation  to  transferred 
assets.

Subject to this Act, all laws, orders, judgments, decrees, awards, deeds, bonds, 

contracts, instruments, documents, warrants and other arrangements subsisting 

immediately before the date of the coming into operation of this Act affecting or 

relating to the movable and immovable property or undertakings transferred to 

the Authority by this Act shall have full force and effect against or in favour of 

the Authority and shall  be enforceable,  as  if  instead of  the Government,  the 

Authority had been named therein or had been a party thereto, and otherwise in  

substitution of the Government.

31. Transitional provisions.

(1) Where anything has been commenced by or under the authority of the 

Government prior to the date of the coming into force of this Act and such 
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thing  relates  to  any  of  the  movable  and  immovable  property  or 

undertakings or any right or liability transferred to the Authority by this 

Act, such thing may be carried on and completed by or as authorized, by 

the Authority.

(2) Where immediately before the coming into force of this Act,  any legal  

proceedings are pending to which the Government is or is entitled to be a 

party,  and  those  legal  proceedings  are  related  to  the  movable  and 

immovable property or undertakings, or any right or liability transferred 

by this Act, the Authority shall, as from the date aforesaid, be substituted 

in  the legal  proceedings for  the Government  or  shall  be made a  party 

thereto in like manner as the Government could have become, and the 

legal proceedings shall not abate by reason of the substitution.
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FIRST SCHEDULE (Section 3(1))

Lynden Pindling International New Providence

Airport

SECOND SCHEDULE (Section 3(2))

A Body Corporate

1. Incorporation.

(1) The Authority shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession 

and a common seal and with power as such to enter into contracts, 

to sue and be sued by law in its corporate name and may for all 

purposes be described by such name, to acquire, hold, mortgage, 

assign, lease and dispose of all movable and immovable property 

and to do and perform such acts and things as bodies corporate may 

by law do and perform subject to the provisions of this Act. Service 

upon The Authority of any document of whatsoever kind must be 

made  by  delivering  the  document  to  or  sending  it  by  prepaid 

registered post addressed to the Secretary of The Authority at the 

office of The Authority.

(2) The Authority may not dispose of or acquire any land without the 

approval of the House of Assembly signified by resolution thereof:

Provided that such disposal referred to in subparagraph (1) 

shall not include the power to lease, sublease or assign such lease 

for the purpose of the operation and management of any airport or 

for the use of any land or building within a prescribed airport.

(3) All  property which is  acquired or which becomes vested in  The 

Authority shall be held by The Authority in trust for Her Majesty in 

right of Her Government of The Bahamas.

2. Seal of the Authority.

(1) The seal of the Authority must be kept in the custody of an officer 

of the Authority as the Authority may approve, and may be affixed 

to instruments pursuant to a resolution of the Authority and in the 

presence of  the chairman or  the deputy chairman and one  other 

member of the Authority.

(2) The seal of the Authority must be authenticated by the signature of 

the chairman or the deputy chairman and one other member, and the 

seal shall be officially and judicially noticed.

(3) All documents, other than those required by law to be under seal,  

and all decisions of the Authority may be signified under the hand 

of the chairman or the deputy chairman and one other member of 

the Authority designated by the chairman.
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3. Constitution of the Authority.

(1) The Authority shall consist of a chairman, a deputy chairman, and 

not less than three nor more than five other members appointed by 

the  Minister  from  persons  appearing  to  him  to  be  qualified  as 

having  had  experience  of,  or  having  shown  capacity in  matters 

relating  to  aviation  affairs,  industry,  commerce,  transportation, 

finance, government, administration or organization of workers.

(2) The  General  Manager  shall  be  the  ex  officio member  of  the 

Authority.

4. Tenure of office.

A  member  of  the  Authority  shall  hold  office  for  such  period,  not 

exceeding  three  years,  as  the  Minister  may  direct  in  the  instrument 

appointing  such  member,  but  such  member  shall  be  eligible  for 

reappointment.

5. Chairman and Deputy Chairman.

The  Minister  shall  appoint  a  chairman  and  a  deputy chairman  of  the 

Authority from among members appointed under paragraph 3 and, if the 

chairman is  absent  or  unable  to  act,  the  deputy chairman shall  act  as 

chairman during the time the absence or inability continues.

6. Resignation.

A member of the Authority, other than the ex officio member, may at any 

time resign his office by instrument in writing addressed to the Minister 

and from the date of receipt by the Minister of the instrument that member 

shall cease to be a member of the Authority.

7. Removal.

The Minister by instrument in writing, may revoke the appointment of a 

member of The Authority if the Minister thinks it expedient to do so.

8. Publication.

The  appointment,  removal,  death  or  resignation  of  a  member  of  the 

Authority shall be notified in the Gazette.

9. Remuneration.

There shall be paid from the funds of the Authority to the chairman and 

other members of the Authority such remuneration, if any, whether by  

way of honorarium, salary or fees, and such allowances, if any, as the  

Minister may determine.

10. Meetings.

(1) The  Authority  shall  meet  as  often  as  may  be  required  for  the 

performance of its functions.

(2) The chairman, or in his absence the deputy chairman, shall preside 

at all meetings of the Authority.
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(3) The chairman,  or  in his  absence the deputy chairman,  and three 

other members of the Authority shall form a quorum.

(4) The decisions of the Authority are by a majority of votes and in any 

case  in  which  the  voting  is  equal,  the  member  presiding  at  the 

meeting shall have, in addition to an original vote, a casting vote.

(5) Minutes  of  each  meeting  in  proper  form are  to  be  kept  by the 

secretary or any officer the Authority may appoint for that purpose, 

and confirmed by the Authority at the next meeting and signed by 

the  chairman  or  a  member  of  the  Authority  designated  by  the 

chairman as the case may be.

(6) The Authority may co-opt any one or more persons to attend any 

particular meeting of the Authority for the purpose of assisting any 

particular meeting of the Authority or advising the Authority in any 

matter with which the Authority is dealing, but no co-opted person 

has the right to vote.

(7) Where a quorum is present, the validity of any proceeding of the 

Authority  shall  not  be  affected  by  any  vacancy  amongst  the 

members thereof or by any defect in the appointment of a member.

11. Authority to regulate its proceedings.

Subject  to  this  Schedule,  the  Authority has  the  power  to  regulate  its  

proceedings.

12. Pensions and other benefits.

(1) The Authority may,  as regards any officers,  servants or agents in 

whose  cases  it  may  be  determined  by  the  Authority  with  the 

approval  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  to  make  provision  for  the 

payment on their death, injury or retirement, pensions, gratuities or 

other like benefits, pay or provide for the payment of such pensions, 

gratuities or other like benefits to the officers, servants or agents or 

to others by reference to their service as may be determined.

(2) Provisions for pensions, gratuities or other like benefits under this 

Schedule  may  be  either  by  contributory  or  non-contributory 

arrangements or partly by the one or by the other.
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THIRD SCHEDULE (Sections 3 and 29A)

FAMILY ISLAND AIRPORTS UNDER MANAGEMENT AND 

OPERATION OF THE AUTHORITY

Name/Location of Airport Island

1. Andros Town (Fresh Creek) Andros

2. Arthur’s Town Cat Island

3. Blackpoint Exuma

4. Congo Town Andros

5. Crooked Island Crooked Island

6. Deadman’s Cay Long Island

7. Farmer’s Cay Exuma

8. George Town Exuma

9. Governor’s Harbour Eleuthera

         21   Grand Bahama International Grand Bahama

    Airport (Freeport)

10. Great Harbour Cay Berry Islands

11. Mangrove Cay Andros

12. Marsh Harbour Abaco

13. Matthew Town Inagua

14. Mayaguana Mayaguana

15. Moore’s Island Abaco

16. New Bight Cat Island

17. North Eleuthera Eleuthera

18. Ragged Island Ragged Island

19. Rock Sound Eleuthera

20. Rum Cay Rum Cay

21. San Andros Andros

22. Sandy Point Abaco

23. San Salvador San Salvador

24. South Bimini Bimini

25. Spring Point Acklins Island

26. Staniel Cay Exuma

27. Stella Maris Long Island

28. Treasure Cay Abaco
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