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A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND THE TAX APPEAL COMMISSION
ACT

Enacted by the Parliament of The Bahamas

1. Short title and commencement.

(1)  This Act, which amends the Tax Appeal Commission Act' may be cited as
the Tax Appeal Commission (Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2)  This Act shall come into force on the 1* day of July, 2026.

2. Amendment of section 11 of the principal Act.

Section 11(1) of the principal Act is amended in paragraph (b), by the deletion of
the word “upaid” and the substitution of the words “payable as computed by the
decision-maker at the time of filing the appeal.”.

3. Amendment of section 15 of the principal Act.

Section 15 of the principal Act is amended —

(a) in the Chapeau, by the insertion, immediately after the words
“consent of the Commission”, of the words “in exceptional
circumstances”; and

(b) by the deletion of paragraph (a) and the substitution of the
following as a new paragraph (a) —

(a) produce any document that was not produced to the decision-
maker prior to the making of the decision;”.
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4. Amendment of section 20 of the principal Act.

Section 20 of the principal Act is amended by the insertion, immediately after
subsection (4), of the following as new subsections (5) and (6) —

“(5) Subject to subsections (1) to (4), on the determination of an appeal
filed under section 5, the decision of the Commission shall be made
available for public inspection and the Commission may publish the
decision in such manner as the Commission deems appropriate.

(6) The Commission may, before making a decision available for
public inspection or publishing a decision under subsection (5),
redact —

(a) the names and identifying particulars of any party or other
person; and

(b) any confidential taxation information, commercially sensitive
information, personal information, or other information
which, in the opinion of the Commission, ought not to be
disclosed in the public interest or would disclose information
protected from disclosure under this Act or any other written
law.”.
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OBJECTS AND REASONS

This Bill seeks to amend the Tax Appeal Commission Act to inter alia
allow for continued discussions between the parties with the aim of resolving
issues on appeal without engaging the valuable time and resources of the
Commission and to address the introduction of new evidence before the
Commission.

Clause 1 of the Bill sets out the Short title and commencement.

Clause 2 of the Bill seeks to allow the decision-maker to compute interest
and penalties which may be applicable to the decision on appeal to ensure that
any security provided by the appellant includes interest and/or penalties
prescribed by statute.

Clause 3 of the Bill seek to amend the Tax Appeal Commission Act to
allow the appellant the opportunity to introduce new evidence only in
exceptional circumstances where such documents were not provided to the
decision-maker prior to making a decision.

Clause 4 of the Bill seeks to amend the Tax Appeal Commission Act to
allow for the Commission to publish and make available to the public decisions
on appeal and allows the Commission to redact sensitive or confidential
information.
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