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TARIFF (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2026

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND THE TARIFF ACT

Enacted by the Parliament of The Bahamas

1. Short title and commencement.

(1)  This Act may be cited as the Tariff (Amendment) Act, 2026.
(2)  This Act shall come into force on the 1* day of July, 2026.

2. Amendment of the Schedule to No. 27 of 2023.

Part C of the Schedule to the Tariff Act is amended —
(@) in Chapter 8 —

(i) in TARIFF CODE Headings/Subheadings “0813.10107;
“0813.2010”; “0813.3010™; “0813.4010”; “0813.5010”; by
the deletion of the figure “5%” in the column “General
Rate”, and the substitution therefor of the word “Free”;

(i) in TARIFF CODE Headings/Subheadings “0813.10907;
“0813.3090”; “0813.4090; “0813.5090”; by the deletion of
the figure “35%” in the column “General Rate”, and the
substitution therefor of the figure “5%”;

(b)  in Chapter 39 —

(1)  in the TARIFF CODE Heading/Subheading “3924.1090”, by
the deletion of the figure “45%” in the column “General
Rate”, and the substitution therefor of the figure “20%";

(i) by the deletion of the TARIFF CODE Heading/Subheading
“3925.9040”, and the substitution therefor of the
following —
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TARIFF ARTICLE RATES OF DUTY UNIT OF
CODE DESCRIPTION | General | Specific | Maximum | Applicable | MEASURE-
Heading/ Rate Rate Variable | Preferential MENT
Subheading Rate Rate
3925.9040 --- Pavi Panel Free EPA pound
Shingles
3925.9050 --- Roofing in Free EPA pound
rolls
(¢) in Chapter 48, in the TARIFF CODE Heading/Subheading
“4818.3000”, by the deletion of the figure “45%” in the column
“General Rate”, and the substitution therefor of the word “Free”;
(d)  in Chapter 67 —

(i)  in the TARIFF CODE Heading/Subheading “6704.1100; by
the deletion of the figure “45%” in the column “General
Rate”, and the substitution therefor of the figure “20%”;

(i) in TARIFF CODE Headings/Subheadings “6704.20107;
“6704.9010; by the deletion of the words “Wigs, false beards,
eyebrows and eyelashes, switches and the like” in the column
“Article Description”, and the substitution therefor of the
words “False beards, eyebrows and eyelashes, switches and
the like”;

(i) by the insertion, immediately after the TARIFF CODE
Heading/Subheading  “6704.2010”,  therefor of the
following —

TARIFF ARTICLE RATES OF DUTY UNIT OF
CODE DESCRIPTION | General | Specific | Maximum | Applicable | MEASURE—-
Heading/ Rate Rate Variable | Preferentia MENT
Subheading Rate 1 Rate
6704.2020 --- Complete wigs 20% EPA pound

(iv) by the insertion, immediately after the TARIFF CODE
Heading/Subheading  “6704.9010”,  therefor of the
following —

TARIFF ARTICLE RATES OF DUTY UNIT OF
CODE DESCRIPTION | General | Specific | Maximum | Applicable | MEASURE-
Heading/ Rate Rate Variable | Preferential MENT
Subheading Rate Rate
6704.9020 --- Complete wigs 20% EPA pound
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(e) in Chapter 84, by the insertion, immediately after the TARIFF

CODE Heading/Subheading “8428.6000”, therefor of the

following —

TARIFF ARTICLE RATES OF DUTY UNIT OF
CODE DESCRIPTION | General | Specific | Maximum | Applicable | MEASURE-
Heading/ Rate Rate Variable | Preferential MENT
Subheading Rate Rate
8428.6010 --- Chair-lifts Free EPA number
designed for
persons with
disability and
elderly persons
() in Chapter 85, by the insertion, immediately after the TARIFF
CODE Heading/Subheading “8517.6200”, therefor of the
following —
TARIFF ARTICLE RATES OF DUTY UNIT OF
CODE DESCRIPTION | General | Specific [ Maximum | Applicable | MEASURE-
Heading/ Rate Rate Variable | Preferential MENT
Subheading Rate Rate
8517.6210 --- Smart Glasses 10% EPA number
(g) in Chapter 96 —

(1)  in the TARIFF CODE Heading/Subheading “9619.0030”, by
the deletion of the words “Other disposable under garments”
in the column “Article Description”, and the substitution
therefor of the words “masculine sanitary pads”;

(i) by the insertion, immediately after the TARIFF CODE
Heading/Subheading  “9619.0030”, therefor of the
following —

TARIFF ARTICLE RATES OF DUTY UNIT OF
CODE DESCRIPTION | General | Specific [ Maximum | Applicable | MEASURE-
Heading/ Rate Rate Variable | Preferential MENT
Subheading Rate Rate
9619.0040 --- Other Free EPA pound
disposable under
garments
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(h) Dby the insertion, immediately after Note 21, of the following as new
Note 22 —

“22. The following condition(s) pertain to the use of the duty-free
concession of Heading 98.70:

(a)  Any officer of an armed force organization may apply
to the Minister for a certificate granting duty
exemption in respect of the following tactical gear
intended for exclusive use by the armed force
organization, as may be approved by the Minister:

(1 Anti-riot shields;
2) Polyethylene bulletproof vest plates;
3) Tactical gloves;
4) Tactical belts;
5) Tactical boots;
(6) Ceramic bulletproof vest plates;
(7 Steel bulletproof vest plates;
(8) Police batons.
(b)  The Minister may approve any item that is not listed in
paragrapgh (a).”;
(i) by the insertion, immediately after the TARIFF CODE
Heading/Subheading “9869.0000”, of the following —

TARIFF ARTICLE DESCRIPTION RATE
CODE
Heading/
Subheading
98.70 Concession for Armed Forces as specified in Note 22
9870.0000 Goods for the exclusive use of an armed forces organization that meet the Free
conditions specified in Note 22.
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OBJECTS AND REASONS

This Bill seeks to amend the Tariff Act, 2023 (No. 27 of 2023) to improve
clarity, fairness, and accessibility in the tariff system, supporting social and
economic goals. It reduces or eliminates duties on various goods, including
making certain fruits and mobility aids duty-free and lowering rates on plastic
household items and wigs. It also clarifies tariff codes for products such as Pavi
Panel Shingles, smart glasses, and tactical gear for armed forces, and enhances
the affordability of mobility aids for persons with disabilities and the elderly.
Furthermore, it provides duty-free status to tactical gear (gloves, vests, belts,
boots, police batons) for armed forces to enhance operational readiness.
Moreover, it standardises duty rates for plastic household items and clarifies
product descriptions for customs consistency.
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