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STATUTE OF FRAUDS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2026

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND STATUTE OF FRAUDS ACT

Enacted by the Parliament of The Bahamas

1. Short title and commencement.

(1)  This Act, which amends the Statute of Frauds Act (Ch. 154), shall be cited
as the Statute of Frauds (Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2)  This Act shall come into force on the 1* day of July, 2026.

2. Insertion of new section 3 into the principal Act.

The Statute of Frauds Act is amended by the insertion, immediately after section
2, of the following as a new section 3 —

“3.  No leases or estates of freehold or copyhold, etc., to be granted
or surrendered but by writing signed.

And moreover that noe leases estates or interests either of freehold
or terms of yeares or any uncertaine interest ...... of in to or out of
any messuages lands tenements or hereditaments shall at any
time ...... be assigned granted or surrendered unlesse it be by deed
or note in writeing signed by the party soe assigning granting or
surrendring the same or their agents thereunto lawfully authorised
by writeing or by act and operation of law.”.

3. Insertion of new section 24A into the principal Act.
The principal Act is amended by the insertion, immediately after section 24, of
the following as a new section 24A —
“24A. Validation.

An instrument executed under this Act on or after the 1* day of
July, 2025 is validated and deemed lawful.”.
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OBJECTS AND REASONS

This Bill seeks to amend the Statute of Frauds Act, (Ch. 154) in light of the
revision made to the Conveyancing and Law of Property Act that is now in force.
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