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ROAD TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2026

ROAD TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2026

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT

Enacted by the Parliament of The Bahamas

Short title and commencement.

(1)  This Act, which amends the Road Traffic Act (Ch. 220), may be cited as
the Road Traffic (Amendment) Act, 2026.

2 This Act shall come into force on the 1 day of January 2027.
y ry

Amendment of section 2 of the principal Act.
Section 2 of the principal Act is amended by the insertion in the appropriate
alphabetical order of the following definition —

« “Certificate of Title ” means a Certificate of Title issued under section
30A;”.

Insertion of new section 30A into the principal Act.

The principal Act is amended by the insertion, immediately after section 30, of
the following as a new section 30A —

“30A. Certificate of Title on importation.
(1) A motor vehicle imported into The Bahamas shall, before its
release from customs control, be issued a Certificate of Title.

(2) A Certificate of Title shall be issued by the Controller in the
name of the importer or other person identified as the owner
in the import documentation.

(3) A motor vehicle shall not be released from customs control
unless —

(a) a Certificate of Title has been issued in respect of that
vehicle; and
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“4)

)

(6)

(7

(b)  the fee payable under subsection (4) has been paid.

There shall be payable a fee specified in the Schedule for the
issue of a Certificate of Title, which shall be collected by the
Controller before the motor vehicle is released from customs
control.

A motor vehicle shall not be registered, licensed or used on a
road unless a Certificate of Title has been issued in
accordance with this section.

If there is any change in the registration, licensing or
ownership of a motor vehicle, the Certificate of Title shall be
produced to the Controller and the Controller shall record on
it such particulars as may be prescribed.

A person who —

(a) causes or permits a motor vehicle to be released from
customs control in contravention of this section;

(b) registers, licenses, uses or otherwise deals with a motor
vehicle in contravention of this section;

(c) fails to produce a Certificate of Title when required to
do so under this Act; or

(d)  knowingly provides false or misleading information, or
produces a false or misleading document, for the
purpose of obtaining a Certificate of Title,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months, or to
both.”.

4. Amendment of section 31 of the principal Act.

Section 31 of the principal Act is amended —

(a)
(b)

(©

in subsection (6)(a), by the deletion of the words “registration
book”, and the substitution of the words, “Certificate of Title”;

in subsection (6)(b), by the deletion of the words “registration
books”, wherever they appear and the substitution of the words,
“Certificates of Title”;

by the deletion of paragraph (9)(b) and the substitution of the
following —

“(b)

upon a change of ownership of a motor vehicle registered
under this Act and in respect of which a motor vehicle
licence is in force, the new owner shall, in such manner as
may be prescribed, apply to the Controller for the amendment
of the register and provide the prescribed documents and
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(d)

information, and the Controller shall, on payment of the
prescribed fee, make the necessary alterations in the register
and such consequential licensing changes as may be
required;”;
by the deletion of subsection (10) and the substitution of the
following —

“(10) Upon receipt of a police report and the Controller being
satisfied that a Certificate of Title has been lost or destroyed,
the Controller may re-issue the Certificate of Title upon
payment of the fee specified in the Schedule.”.

5. Amendment of section 32 of the principal Act.

Section 32 of the principal Act is amended —

(2)

(b)

by the deletion of subsection (4) and the substitution of the

following as a new subsection (4) —

“(4) There shall be payable, in respect of the inspection of a motor
vehicle under this section, the fee specified in the Schedule.”;

by the insertion, immediately after subsection (4), of the following
as new subsections (4A) and (4B) —

“(4A) The fee referred to under subsection (4), shall be —
(a)  paid before the inspection is conducted;

(b) payable in respect of each inspection of a motor
vehicle, including any subsequent inspection following
repairs; and

(c) shall be payable whether or not a certificate of fitness
is issued.

(4B) No fee shall be required to be paid —
(a) by the Governor-General; or

(b) by —

(i)  the head of, or any member of the diplomatic,
administrative, or technical staff of a diplomatic
mission;

(i)  any consular officer or consular employee;

(i) any member of an International Organisation
approved for the purposes of this Act by the

Minister responsible for Foreign Affairs,
who is not a citizen of The Bahamas or ordinarily resident in

The Bahamas at the date of the commencement of his
employment; or
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(©

(d)

(c) by any member of the family forming part of the
household of any of the persons referred to in
paragraph (b)(i), (ii) and (iii) who is not a citizen of
The Bahamas.”;

by insertion, immediately after subsection (7), of the following as a
new subsection (7A) —

“(7A) Where a vehicle qualifies for a certificate upon the further

inspection permitted under subsection (7) within the time
stated by the Inspector, the registered owner shall not be
required to pay an inspection fee in addition to the fee
already paid for the initial inspection.”;

by the insertion, immediately after subsection (11), of the following
as new subsections (12) and (13) —

“(12) If the registered owner of a mechanically fit for use on a road

(13)

motor vehicle fails at the expiry of the licence and
registration to renew the licence and registration, a penalty is
payable which is equal to the sum of the annual registration.

Where the registered owner next presents the motor vehicle
referred to under subsection (12) for licence and registration,
the Controller may exempt the registered owner from
payment of the penalty, if he is satisfied that —

(a) an approved mechanic has verified, that the motor
vehicle was not mechanically fit for use on a road
during that period; or

(b) there exists any other reasonable cause why the motor
vehicle was not driven on a road during that period.”.

6. Amendment of the Schedule to the principal Act.

The Schedule to the principal Act is amended —

in the description immediately following the heading “SCHEDULE
OF FEES”, by the insertion immediately after the number “31” of
the numbers “ 30A, 32”.

under the heading “A. In the whole of The Bahamas” —

(a)

(b)

(1)

by the deletion of paragraph 1. and the substitution of the
following as a new paragraph 1. —

“l. For issuing the appropriate motor vehicle licence in
respect of a motor vehicle (other than a fully electric motor
vehicle, motor cycle or an invalid carriage), a fee based upon
the capacity unladen weight of the vehicle in accordance with
the following scale —
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(i)

(iii)

Vehicle Class Vehicle Weight Rate
A 0 —3,0001Ibs $160.00
B 3,001 — 5,0001bs $215.00
C 5,0011bs — 15, 0001bs $610.00
D 15, 0011bs and over $760.00

by the insertion, immediately after paragraph 1., of the
following as a new paragraph 1A. —

“l1A. For issuing the appropriate motor vehicle licence in
respect of a fully electric motor vehicle........$125.00”;

in paragraph 3., by the deletion of subparagraph (a) and the
substitution of the following as a new subparagraph (a) —

“(a) a motor cycle of which the cylinder capacity of the
engine —
(i)  does not exceed 125 cubic centimetres....$55.00;
(i1)) exceeds 125 cubic centimetres but does not

exceed 350 cubic centimetres................... $65.00;
(iii)) exceeds 350 cubic centimetres but does not
exceed 750 cubic centimetres .................. $75.00;
(iv) exceeds 750 cubic centimetres............,,$85.00”;

(¢)  under the heading “B. In the whole of The Bahamas™—

(1)

(i1)
(iii)

(iv)

by the deletion of paragraph 2. and the substitution of the
following —

“2.  Issue of Certificate of Title...........................$15.00;
2A. Re-issue of Certificate of Title..................... $25.00;
by the deletion of paragraph 4.;

in paragraph 17., by the deletion of the words “For a
certificate of inspection for private vehicles, per annum” and
the substitution of the words “For inspection of private
vehicles”; and

in paragraph 19., by the deletion of the words “For a
certificate of inspection for public service vehicles for a six

month period” and the substitution of the words “For
inspection of public service vehicles”.
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OBJECTS AND REASONS

Clause 1 of the Bill sets out the Short Title and commencement.

Clause 2 seeks to amend section 2 of the principal Act to insert a definition of
“Certificate of Title”.

Clause 3 seeks to insert a new section 30A into the principal Act to require every
motor vehicle imported into The Bahamas to be issued with a Certificate of Title
before its release from customs control, to provide for the issue of that certificate, to
require payment of a prescribed fee for its issue, to prohibit the registration, licensing
or use on a road of a motor vehicle unless a Certificate of Title has been issued, to
provide for the production of the Certificate of Title where there is a change in
registration, licensing or ownership and to create offences for contraventions of the
section.

Clause 4 seeks to amend section 31 of the principal Act to substitute references
to a registration book with references to a Certificate of Title, to revise the existing
provision relating to changes of ownership in consequence of the introduction of the
Certificate of Title, and to provide for the re-issue of a Certificate of Title where it has
been lost or destroyed.

Clause 5 seeks to amend section 32 to require payment of a motor vehicle
inspection fee before each inspection for a certificate of fitness is conducted, regardless
of whether the certificate of fitness is issued.

Clause 6 seeks to amend the Schedule to the principal Act to provide fees for the
issue and re-issue of a Certificate of Title, to revise the fees for motor vehicle licences,
and motor cycles to introduce a fee for fully electric motor vehicles and to amend the
descriptions of the inspection fees for private vehicles and public service vehicles so as
to reflect that the fees are payable in respect of inspections.
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