EXTRAORDINARY

OFFICIAL GAZETTE
THE BAHAMAS

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

NASSAU 27" May, 2026

(A)




ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
(AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS, 2026

Arrangement of Regulations

Regulation

1. Citation and COMMENCEIMENL........ccuteuertierteeiertierieeteeterteetesteeteesseentesseensesseesseensesseeseeensesnenee
2. Amendment of regulation 2 of the principal Regulations

3. Revocation and replacement of regulation 4 of the principal Regulations............cccccvevuveeneen. 3
4. Revocation and replacement of regulation 5 of the principal Regulations............c.ccceevveeneen. 4
S. Revocation of regulation 6 of the principal Regulations.............cccooceiiriiereniniiieeieeeeeee 4
6. Revocation and replacement of regulation 7 of the principal Regulations.............cccceeceerencene 4
7. Amendment of regulation 8 of the principal Regulations............ccoceeviiniiininniiennienienieeee 5
8. Amendment of regulation 9 of the principal Regulations............ccocceevieriiiniinieineeniesieeeene 5
9. Amendment of regulation 12 of the principal Regulations.. .5
10.  Amendment of regulation 14 of the principal Regulations.. .5
11.  Amendment of regulation 16 of the principal Regulations.. .6
12.  Amendment of regulation 20 of the principal Regulations......... .6
13.  Amendment of the First Schedule to the principal Regulations...........ccccceeveeriiinennieniennennne. 6
14. Amendment of the Second Schedule to the principal Regulations...........c.ccoeceeviivieninnnenee. 15
15.  Insertion of new Fourth Schedule into the principal Regulations............cccooceevirvienienrennennnn. 16



S.I. No. 59 of 2026

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND PROTECTION ACT,
2019
(NO. 40 OF 2019)

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (AMENDMENT)
REGULATIONS, 2026

The Minister, in exercise of the powers conferred by section 65 of the Environmental
Planning and Protection Act, 2019, makes the following regulations —

1. Citation and commencement.

(1)  These Regulations, which amend the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations,
2020', may be cited as the Environmental Impact Assessment (Amendment)
Regulations, 2026.

(2)  These Regulations shall come into force on the 1* day of July, 2026.

2.  Amendment of regulation 2 of the principal Regulations.

Regulation 2 of the principal Regulations is amended —

(a) by the deletion of the definition of “Certificate of Environmental Clearance” and
the substitution of the following —

““Certificate of Environmental Clearance” means the written authorisation
issued by the Director granted pursuant to regulation 10, signifying that a
proposed project, activity or development has satisfied the applicable
environmental assessment and review requirements under these
Regulations, subject to any conditions attached thereto;”;

(b) by the insertion of the following definitions, in the appropriate alphabetical
order —

“ “environmental document” means any report, study, assessment, plan,
statement, record or other document prepared, submitted or required
under these Regulations in relation to the assessment, management,
monitoring, mitigation or review of the actual or potential environmental
impacts of a proposed project or activity, and includes, but is not limited
to an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and an Environmental
Management Plan (EMP);

“Operational Certificate of Environmental Clearance” means a certificate
issued by the Department authorising the commencement or continuation
of the operational phase of a project or activity, subject to the terms and
conditions as may be imposed under these Regulations;

“special feature” means any activity, intervention or component of a proposed
development that has the potential to significantly alter the marine,
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terrestrial or hydrological systems, increase environmental risk or require
enhanced technical review or assessment by the Department;”.

3.  Revocation and replacement of regulation 4 of the principal Regulations.

Regulation 4 of the principal Regulations is revoked and replaced by the following as a new

regulation 4 —

“4.  Mandatory application for preliminary review of proposed projects.

M

@

©)

Q)
®)

(6)
0

A person who intends to carry out a proposed project (“project
proponent”) shall make application for a preliminary review of the
proposed project in the form provided for in Part A of the First Schedule.

The Director shall examine or cause to be examined the application and
shall determine whether a project proponent shall submit a Part B
application as specified in the First Schedule.

The Director shall examine or cause to be examined, the application and
shall determine —

(a)  whether an EIA, EMP or further studies are required; and
(b)  the applicable prescribed fee in accordance the Fourth Schedule,
and shall notify the project proponent in writing.

The project proponent shall submit all necessary documentation and pay
the prescribed fee prior to further processing of the application.

The Director shall consider the following —
(a)  the scale and nature of the proposed project;

(b) the environmental sensitivity of the proposed project site or
location;

(c) the anticipated level of technical review required;

(d) the number and extent of special features associated with the
proposed project including but not limited to work that involves —

(1)  coastal or marine alteration;

(i)  terrestrial disturbance and land conversion;
(iii) hydrological modification;

(iv) pollution risk and hazardous activities;

(v) resource extraction and material movement;
(vi) infrastructure and linear development; or
(vii) Dbiological and ecological intervention; and

(e) any other matter that the Director may consider relevant for the
purpose of the environmental review and oversight,

and provide the determination and applicable fee in writing to the project
proponent.

The Director may waive or reduce any fee where exceptional
circumstances exist.

If the Director is not satisfied that sufficient information to make a
decision has been provided, the Director may give notice in writing to the
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project proponent requesting such additional information as the Director
considers necessary.

If the project proponent does not agree with a decision of the Director, the
project proponent may —

(a) appeal the decision in accordance with regulation 21; or

(b) withdraw the application for a Certificate of Environmental
Clearance.”.

4. Revocation and replacement of regulation 5 of the principal Regulations.

Regulation 5 of the principal Regulations is revoked and replaced by the following as a new
regulation 5 —

“S.  Determination of application of proposed project.

(M

@)

©)

If the Director considers it is necessary to submit an environmental
document, the project proponent shall prepare and electronically submit
the documents in writing to the Director as shown in the form specified in
the Second Schedule or as prescribed by the Director.

The Department shall inform the project proponent of its decision within
sixty days of the date of payment and submission of the completed
environmental documents and may require that further or additional
studies be carried out.

If the Director is satisfied that a proposed project —

(a)  does not require Part B application as required in regulation 4(2),
the Director may, grant a Certificate of Environmental Clearance to
a project proponent in the form provided for in the Third Schedule
specifying any environmental clearance conditions required;

(b) requires an EIA, EMP or any other environmental documents, the
Director shall advise the project proponent of the process to be
followed for the preparation and submission of an EIA, EMP or
any other environmental document in accordance with these
Regulations.”.

5. Revocation of regulation 6 of the principal Regulations.

Regulation 6 of the principal Regulations is revoked.

6. Revocation and replacement of regulation 7 of the principal Regulations.

Regulation 7 of the principal Regulations is revoked and replaced by the following as a new
regulation 7 —

“7.  Obligation to consult.

M

On the successful submission of environmental documents, the Director
shall —

(a)  determine whether a public consultative process is required; and

(b) advise the project proponent of the process under which such
consultation shall be conducted.
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(2) The project proponent shall provide details and outcomes of the
consultative process in such form as may be prescribed by the Director.”.

7. Amendment of regulation 8 of the principal Regulations.

Regulation 8 of the principal Regulations is amended —

(a) in paragraph (1), by the insertion, immediately after the words “Department
shall”, of the words “, if public consultation is required,”;

(b)  inparagraph (2) —
(i) by the deletion of subparagraph (e) and the substitution of the following
as new subparagraphs (e) and (f) —

“(e) a date, place and time where a copy of the EIA or EMP
environmental document may be inspected free of charge;”;

(f) invite written comments from the general public and interested
parties with respect thereto.”;

(c) in paragraph (3), by the deletion, immediately after the words “paragraph (2)”,
of the words “(e)”.

8. Amendment of regulation 9 of the principal Regulations.

Regulation 9 of the principal Regulations is amended by the deletion of the figure “(2)”,
immediately after “regulation 8”, and the substitution of the figure “(3)”.

9. Amendment of regulation 12 of the principal Regulations.

Regulation 12 of the principal Regulations is amended —
(a) by renumbering the paragraph as paragraph (1);
(b) by the insertion, immediately after paragraph (1), of the following as new
paragraphs (2) and (3) —
“(2) If the Director considers it is necessary, the project proponent shall —

(a) prepare and electronically submit an Operational Environmental
Management Plan (“OEMP”) in writing to the Director in the form
specified in Part C of the Second Schedule; and

(b) pay the requisite non-refundable fee as specified in the Fourth
Schedule.

(3) The Director may, if satisfied with the OEMP, grant an Operational
Certificate of Environmental Clearance to a project proponent specifying
the environmental clearance conditions required in the form specified in
the Third Schedule.”.

10. Amendment of regulation 14 of the principal Regulations.

Regulation 14 of the principal Regulations is amended by the insertion, immediately after the
word “EMP,”, of the word “OEMP”.
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11. Amendment of regulation 16 of the principal Regulations.

Regulation 16(5) of the principal Regulations is amended by the deletion, immediately after

the words “project proponent”, of the words “with the interest that was accrued, if any”.

12. Amendment of regulation 20 of the principal Regulations.

Regulation 20 of the principal Regulations is amended —

(a) by renumbering the paragraph as paragraph (1);

(b) by the insertion, immediately after paragraph (1), of the following as new

paragraphs (2) and (3) —

“(2) Any application submitted prior to the commencement of the fee
Schedule shall be processed in accordance with the fee structure in force
at the time of submission.

(3) Any application submitted on or after the commencement of the fee
Schedule shall be subject to the fees prescribed in the Schedule.”.

13. Amendment of the First Schedule to the principal Regulations.

The First Schedule to the principal Regulations is revoked and replaced by the following —

“FIRST SHEDULE

(regulation 4)

PART A

APPLICATION FOR PRELIMINARY REVIEW OF PROPOSED PROJECT

1. PROJECT APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name of applicant

Postal Address

Email Address

Telephone No.

Secondary No.

2. PROJECT CLASSIFICATION

Please state the Activity as well as the purpose of the project for which the Certificate

of Environmental Clearance application is being submitted.

List all the Activity/Activities that apply:

Please respond to the following questions with a Yes or No if applicable:

3. PURPOSE

Yes

No
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a. Operation, repair, maintenance, or minor alteration of
existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical
equipment, or topographical features, that does not result
in any change to the existing structures, facilities,
equipment, or features.

b. The construction of a residential dwelling (single-
family), not exceeding a six multi-family dwelling

c. Abandonment/ decommissioning

d. New Large Scale Commercial Development

e. New Housing Subdivision or Development

f. Other — Please Specify:

Is the project located in an environmentally sensitive area
as defined by Environmental Planning and Protection Act,
2019 i.e.,

“environmentally sensitive area” means an area — (a) in
which plant or animal life or their habitats are either rare
or especially valuable because of their special nature or
role in an ecosystem and which may easily be disturbed
or degraded by human activities and developments; and
(b) designated under section 23

A. GENERAL INFORMATION

4. Location of Island/Constituency:
proposed activity

Street name & Lot No.:

GPS Coordinates Latitude:

Longitude:

5. Please complete the following:

Yes

a. Do you own the property on which this activity is intended to be
carried out?

b. If not the property owner: Lease Agreement

Authorisation
letter from
property
owner(s)?

c. Where the Applicant is a Company: Certificate of
Incorporation

Supported by proof of ownership and a copy of a valid form of identification from the owner(s)
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Certificate of
Good Standing or
Incumbency;

Tax Compliance
Certificate

6. Name and address of adjoining property owner(s):

L.

ii.

iii.

iv.

7. Site description (physical setting of the proposal, both developed and
undeveloped areas):

a. Total area intended for the activity (ha or m2)

b. How far is the projected lot from the coast (m/ft)?

c. Previous site land|Residential Agricultural Commercial
use: Industrial Forestry Unaltered

d. Proposed site land | Residential Agricultural Commercial
use: Industrial Forestry Unaltered

8. What percentage of the intended project area would be %
cleared of vegetation?

9. Previous application for Certificate of Yes No
Environmental Clearance (CEC) for this

site?

If yes, provide Reference No. of most recent application:

10. Intended commencement date (dd/mm/yyyy) DD/MM/YY

The Department of Environmental Planning and Protection
Certification and Signature

By signing below, I/We certify that all information provided in this application is
accurate and truthful to the best of my/our knowledge. I/'We understand that any false
statements or omissions may result in delay or denial from the Department.
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APPLICANT/AGENT OR ATTORNEY PRINT NAME

COMPANY DIRECTOR/ PRINT NAME
CEO/CORPORATE SECRETARY

COMPANY STAMP DATE

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
Application Received: Received by:
Acknowledgement Sent: Reference No.
Cat.egory of intended New Modification Abandonmgnt/ .
activity Decommissioning
Applicant is required to complete Part
B: Application for a Certificate of Yes No
Environmental Clearance

PART B

APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
CLEARANCE

This form must be submitted in triplicate.

Essential additional information such as plans, maps, diagrams, photographs or text
may be included in the application as an appropriately referenced attachment.

To: The Department of Environmental Planning and Protection

I/We hereby apply for a Certificate of Environmental Clearance (Certificate of
Environmental Clearance).

Signed
Applicant/Agent or Attorney (Print Name)
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Signed

Company Director /CEQ/ Corporate Secretary (Print Name)

(Company Stamp ) Date

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Application Received.........ccceoeevieninincnnene Received by: ..o

(Date) (Signature)

Acknowledgement Sent ..........cccceoeirenenenne. (Date) Ref. No.

Category of intended activity:

New [ ] Modification [ ] Abandonment/Decommissioning [ ]

PROJECT CLASSIFICATION
Activity Definition

Application requires Certificate of Environmental Clearance:
Yes[]No[]
Application requires EIA: Yes [ ] No [ ]

A.

1.
2.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of APPLICANT: ....ocveviriiriirieeiieeete ettt s
Previous Application for Certificate of Environmental Clearance for this site?
Yes[]No[]

If yes, Reference No. of most recent application ...........ccceceveeveererenerenenenenene
Activity for which Certificate of Environmental Clearance required (state the
activity and definition categories under which you are applying - refer to
Certificate of Environmental Clearance Order) as well as the purpose of the
project.

ACtiVItY DEfINITON ..eoveiiiiiiiieiieieie ettt s st
PUIPOSE: ettt ettt s

Site Description  (physical  setting of the proposal, both developed and
undeveloped areas)

Give an outline description of the physical features of the site to include
information on:
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(a) Topography and gradient i.e. generally flat rolling/undulating
terrain or hilly

(b)  Are there any springs or aquifers in or adjacent to the site? Yes [ ]
No[]

()  Are there any lakes or drainage within or adjacent to the project
site? Yes [ ] No [ ]

(d) Are there any ponds, reservoirs or wetland areas within or
contiguous to the project site? Yes [ ] No [ ]

(e)  What is the predominant soil type?  Clay based Sand Loan
Alluvial

(f) How far is the projected lot from the coast?

(g) Present site land wuse: Residential, Agricultural Commercial,
Industrial or Forestry?

DESCRIPTION OF INTENDED ACTIVITY
6. Description of the Intended Activity, which must include information on:

(a)

(b)
(©)
(d)
(e)

®

Total area intended for the activity (ha or m2)

Site Preparation and Construction Phase

7. Does the project site require major earthworks such as clearing cutting
excavation grading blasting dredging? Yes [ ] No [ ]

If yes, state the method of disposal (and disposal site) of material generated as a
TESULL oot




10.

(a)  Does the site require filling reclamation coastline stabilisation/ alteration

If yes, state the source and quantity (metric tons) of material required.

(b)  Would the project require major waterworks such as abstraction diversion
of water courses creation of standing water bodies? Yes [ [ No [ ]
If yes, give an estimate of the volume of water to be impounded (m3) or
the rate of abstraction (m3/day) and the source of this water:

(¢)  Would the site require infrastructure and utility development access to:
Roads or bridges: Yes [ ] No [ ] Sewage system: Yes [ | No [ ]
Power generating or transmission facilities Yes [ ] No [ ]
Telecommunications installation Yes[]No[]
Modification of a drainage system Yes [ | No [ ]. If yes, give details:

Will the project require relocation of people houses facilities from the site? If
yes, give details:

State mitigation measures for adverse impacts resulting during site preparation
and the construction phase:

Operational Phase

11.

State the required raw/input materials and the quantities/volumes (kg or metric

tons/m3) to be kept in stock for the project as well as their respective rates of

consumption (kg or metric tons per day /m3 per day):

(a) Would the activity require any ancillary process related chemicals (e.g.
catalysts, pesticides)?
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(b)

(©

(d

(e)

®

(2

(h)

(@

If yes, state the quantity (kg or metric tonnes/ m3) and rate of
CONSUIMPTIONEE 1vveutitiiieiieientetete et e sttt et et ettt e st et et e st ebeseenbesbesbesbeeneas

State the final products to be derived and the rate of production (metric
tons/m3 per year):

State any intermediate products resulting from this activity indicating the
rate of production (metric tons /m3 per year) and their fate:

State the rate of production (metric tons per year) and method of disposal
of domestic solid waste generated during the operational
PRASE! ettt ettt

List, characterise and quantify (metric tons per year) process related solid
waste and state the method(s) and location intended for their
QISPOSALL ettt ettt ettt ss e besreneas

Provide respective estimates for the rate of generation (m3 per day) of
domestic waste water and sewage. State the respective treatment methods
intended for domestic waste water and sewage as well as their ultimate
effluent

Would the activity discharge process related liquid effluent?
Yes[]No[]

If yes, state the source, composition, discharge rate (m3 per day) and the
ultimate effluent points:

Would this activity utilise any hazardous (i.e. toxic, flammable,
explosive, radioactive etc.) substances?
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12.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Yes[]No[]

If yes, provide a listing of the substances and the quantities to be used or
stored:

Would the project require storage of input or waste material on site?
Yes[]No[]

If yes, give estimates of the quantities (kg or metric tons) for the storage of:
Waste ........ Input material ..........

Describe briefly the facilities allocated for this purpose:

Indicate the mode(s) of transport intended for materials and equipment
necessary for the operational phase:

Will the activity generate air emissions (i.e. particulate emissions such as dust or
pollutant gaseous emissions) during the operational phases?

Yes[]No[]

If yes, describe types and sources and provide an estimated emission rate or
loading:

Yes[]No[]

Will the activity generate significant levels of noise (i.e. for more than 1 hour
per day at levels exceeding 60 dB) during its operational phase?

Yes|[]No[]

Will the project have adverse effects on the aesthetics of the area where it is
located (i.e. result in radical changes of the landscape, such as scarring/mass
vegetation removal)?

Yes[]No[]

State mitigation measures for adverse impacts resulting during the operational
phase:

State the expected lifespan of this activity:
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20.

21.

22.

CONFIDENTIALITY

(a) Do you consider any information provided here to be a trade secret or other
confidential business information and that such information be omitted from the
Register?

Yes[]No[]

(b) Give details:

14. Amendment of the Second Schedule to the principal Regulations.

The Second Schedule to the principal Regulations is amended —

(@

(b)

in Part A, by the insertion, immediately after subparagraph (c), of the following
as a new subparagraph (d) —

“(d) require the project proponent to undertake a public consultative process in
accordance with the requirements as determined by the Director.”;

by the insertion, immediately after Part B, of the following as a new Part C —
“PART C

OUTLINE FOR AN OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT PLAN

Guidelines for preparation of an Environmental Management Plan
Below is an outline for the layout of an OEMP. The structure and content
should however be tailored to the specific proposed project and the
environmental issues relevant to that project and its location.

The EMP must include —

1. Executive Summary

2. An overview of the project description

3. Roles and responsibilities for environmental and social
management

Key environmental and social risks as identified from the project
5. A summary of plan contents
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A framework for Environmental Supervision
A framework for Environmental Monitoring
Communication and reporting procedures

O ® =N

Training and capacity building requirements

10.  Plan monitoring and review procedures

11.  Additional studies

12.  OEMP Implementation

13.  Additional information

14.  Statement of Technical and Financial Capacity

15.  Emergency Preparedness and Incident Response Plan”.

15. Insertion of new Fourth Schedule into the principal Regulations.

The principal Regulations are amended by the insertion, immediately after the Third
Schedule, of the following as a new Fourth Schedule —

“FOURTH SCHEDULE
(regulations 4 and 12)

PART A
Fees Associated with the Processing of a CEC Application

DESCRIPTION FEE
CEC Application $500.00
CEC Application submitted by a Bahamian citizen, $100.00

permanent resident, or locally owned entity and the proposed
development is determined to include less than two special
features as outlined in Part B of the Fourth Schedule

Additional fee for projects with high-risk conditions: $1,500.00

a. activities within or adjacent to protected areas or
marine parks;

b. activities resulting in direct impacts to coral
reefs, wetlands, or mangrove systems; or

c. activities requiring multi-agency technical
review or specialist studies, including, but not
limited to, hydrodynamic, ecological, or
geotechnical modelling

Requirement of an Operational Environmental Management $500.00
Plan (OEMP)
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PART B
Special features

A special feature may include any of the activities outlined below:

(A)

®)

©

(D)

Coastal or marine alteration works, including but not limited to:

(I)  Dredging or seabed excavation

(II) Land reclamation or marine infilling

(IIT)  Shoreline modification or coastal armouring (seawalls, revetments, bulkheads)
(IV) Beach nourishment, creation or sand relocation

(V) Coastal engineering structures (installation of groynes, breakwaters or other
structures)

(VD) Creation or expansion of navigation channels
(VII) Disturbance to coral reefs (removal, relocation, or direct disturbance)
(VIII) Subsurface trenching of the marine environment

Terrestrial disturbances or land conversion activities, including but not limited to:
(I)  Large scale land clearing and grubbing beyond a defined threshold

(I) Removal of protected trees or native vegetation communities

(IIT)  Significant cut and fill, grading or alteration of natural topography

(IV) Habitat fragmentation or introduction of infrastructure through undeveloped
land

(V) Development within designated environmentally sensitive buffer zones or
protected areas

Hydrological modification activities, including but not limited to:

(I)  Wetland disturbance, drainage, or infilling

(II) Mangrove removal or alteration

(IIT)  Alternation or diversions of natural drainage systems

(IV) Groundwater abstractions or dewatering

(V) Storm water discharge into marine, wetland, or groundwater systems

Pollution risk and hazardous activities, including but not limited to:
(I)  Storage, handling, or use of hazardous or toxic substances
(I)  Bulk fuel storage, transfer, or handling operations

(IIT) Installation of underground or above ground storage tanks
(IV) On- site wastewater treatment and discharge systems

(V) Activities involving leak, spills or contamination risks
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(VD) Significant air emissions from demolition activities, heavy machinery
emissions, material transport or burning of waste

(E) Resource extraction or material transport activities, including but not limited to:
(I) Mining, quarrying, or aggregate extraction
(II)  Sand mining or offshore material extraction
(IIT) Excavation beyond establishment of structural foundations
(IV) Importation, exportation or stockpiling of fill material
(V)  On- site material processing (crushing, batching etc.)

(F) Infrastructure and Linear Development, including but not limited to:|

(I) Clearing or Installation of roads, utility corridors, or access routes through
undeveloped lands

(II)  Installation of pipelines, transmission lines, or subsurface utilities
(III) Trenching, tunnelling, or directional drilling
(IV) Installation of energy systems at a scale requiring significant land alteration

(G) Biological and Ecological Intervention, including but not limited to:
(I)  Modification or removal of critical habitats
(II)  Introduction of non-native or potentially invasive species
(IIT) Aquaculture or mariculture activities
(IV) Engineered ecological restoration or habitat manipulation”.

Made this 27" day of May, 2026.

Signed
ZANE LIGHTBOURNE
MINISTER RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
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