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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

(AMENDMENT) ACT, 2026

AN ACT TO AMEND THE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

ACT 

Enacted by the Parliament of The Bahamas

1. Short title and commencement.

(1) This Act may be cited as the Environmental Health Services

(Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2) This Act shall come into force on the 1st day of July, 2026.

2. Amendment of section 15 of Ch. 232.

Section 15 of the Environmental Health Services Act is amended by the deletion,

immediately after the words “level of which constitutes, an”, of the word

“immediate”.
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BOAT REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2026

AN ACT TO AMEND THE BOAT REGISTRATION ACT 

Enacted by the Parliament of The Bahamas

1. Short title and commencement.

(1) This Act, which amends the Boat Registration Act (Ch. 277), may be cited

as the Boat Registration (Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2) This Act shall come into force on the 1st day of July, 2026.

2. Amendment of section 2 of the principal Act.

Section 2 of the principal Act is amended by the insertion, in the appropriate

alphabetical order, of the following new definitions — 

“Harbour of Nassau” has the meaning assigned to it under section

2 of the Port Authorities Act (Ch. 269);

“port area” means the area constituted and defined as a port under

the Port Authorities Act (Ch. 269);”.

3. Amendment of section 16 of the principal Act.

Section 16 of the principal Act is amended by the insertion, immediately after

subsection (4), of the following as new subsections (5), (6), (7) and (8) —

“(5) Any  person  who  fails  to  comply  with  a  licence  condition  or

restriction  determined  by  the  Authority  under  subsection  (1)  of

section  8  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  and  shall  be  liable  on

conviction to a penalty not less than one thousand dollars and not

exceeding five thousand dollars.

 (6) Every  owner,  operator,  master,  agent,  or  person  having

responsibility for a boat shall not abandon, cause to be abandoned,

or permit the abandonment of the boat within a port area.
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(7) For the purposes of subsection (6), a boat shall be deemed to be

abandoned where —

(a) the  boat  has  been  left  unmanned,  unattended,  or  without

supervision  within  a  port  area  for  a  continuous  period  of

twenty-one days or more; or

(b) the owner, operator, master, agent, or person responsible for

the boat fails or refuses to remove the boat from a port area

within a period specified in writing by the Port Controller,

where  the  boat  obstructs  or  interferes  with  marine  traffic,

navigation, port operations or the lawful use of a port area.

(8) Any owner, operator, master, agent, or person having responsibility

for a boat who contravenes this subsection (6) shall be guilty of an

offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a penalty of

not less than ten thousand dollars and not exceeding one hundred

thousand dollars.”.

4. Insertion of new section 19A into the principal Act.

The principal Act is amended by the insertion, immediately after section 19, of

the following as a  new section 19A —

“19A. Safe speed for boats.

(1) No  person  shall  operate  or  permit  a  boat  to  be  operated  in  the

Harbour of Nassau at a speed exceeding five miles per hour or at a

speed that creates a wake.

(2) A person who operates a boat within a port area, shall operate the

boat at a safe speed. 

(3) For the purpose of subsection (2), a person operates a boat at a safe

speed, if the person is able to take proper and effective action to

avoid collision and to stop the boat within a distance appropriate to

the prevailing circumstances and conditions.

(4) In determining whether a boat is being operated at a safe speed,

regard shall be given to relevant circumstances, including—

(a) the state of visibility;

(b) the density of traffic, including the presence of other

boats and swimmers;

(c) the manoeuvrability of the boat, including its stopping

distance and turning ability;

(d) the presence of navigational hazards, moored vessels,

docks,  piers,  marinas,  anchorages,  bridges,  channels,

reefs, shoals or works in the water;

(e)  the state of wind, sea, tide and current;
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(f) the  draught  of  the  boat  in  relation  to  the  available

depth of water;

(g) background lights at night, including shore lights and

light reflected or scattered from the boat’s own lights;

(h) the  effect  of  the  boat’s  wash  or  wake  on  persons,

property, vessels or the shoreline;

(i) any speed limit, direction, notice or instruction given

by  the  Port  Controller,  harbour  master  or  other

authorised officer; and

(j) where radar or other electronic navigation equipment

is in use, the characteristics, limitations and reliability

of the equipment.

(5)  This section does not apply to —

(a) a  boat  being  used  by  an  authorised  officer  or  an

emergency service in the performance of official duties

where compliance would hinder the performance of an

urgent public duty;

(b) a  boat  being  used  to  render  assistance  to  a  person,

vessel or aircraft in distress; or

(c) a boat operating with the written permission of the Port

Controller  and  in  accordance  with  any  condition

imposed by the Port Controller.

(6) A person who contravenes this section shall be guilty of an offence

and shall be liable on summary conviction to a penalty not less than

five thousand dollars and not exceeding ten thousand dollars.”.
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