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CUSTOMS MANAGEMENT (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2026

CUSTOMS MANAGEMENT (AMENDMENT) ACT,

2026

AN ACT TO AMEND THE CUSTOMS MANAGEMENT ACT

Enacted by the Parliament of The Bahamas

1. Short title and commencement.

(1) This Act, which amends the Customs Management Act (Ch. 293), may be

cited as the Customs Management (Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2) This Act shall come into force on the 1st day of July, 2026.

2. Insertion of new section 208A into the principal Act.

The principal Act is amended by the insertion, immediately after section 208, of

the following as a new section 208A —

“208A. Prohibition on goods resulting from forced labour.

The  Minister  may,  by  Order,  prohibit  the  importation  of  any  goods,

wholly or partially produced or manufactured, from any supplier, country

or territory if there are reasonable grounds to believe that the goods are a

result of forced labour.”.

3. Amendment of the First Schedule to the principal Act.

The First Schedule to the principal Act is amended in Subheading “B-Restricted

Goods”, at item 4, in the Proviso, by the deletion of the word “three” and the

substitution of the word “two”.
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VALUE ADDED TAX (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) ACT, 2026

VALUE ADDED TAX (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) ACT,

2026

AN ACT TO AMEND THE VALUE ADDED TAX ACT

Enacted by the Parliament of The Bahamas

1. Short title and commencement.

(1) This Act, which amends the Value Added Tax Act (Ch. 370A), may be
cited as the Value Added Tax (Amendment) (No. 2) Act, 2026.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), this Act shall come into force on the 1st day of
July, 2026.

(3)     Clause 4 of this Act shall come into force on such date as the Minister may
appoint by notice published in the Gazette.

2. Amendment of section 23A of the principal Act.

Section 23A of the principal Act is amended by the insertion, immediately after
subsection (10), of the following as new subsections (11) and (12) —

“(11) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary,  where the Government
has entered into a contract for the supply of goods or services, the
Government entity responsible for payment of the supplies under
that  contract is  deemed to be the withholding agent for the VAT
payable on that contract. 

(12) The Government entity as withholding agent is required to withhold
the full VAT to be paid or payable under the contract and remit it to
the Comptroller as specified under this Act and in VAT Rules.”.

3. Amendment of section 56 of the principal Act.

Section 56 of the principal Act is amended by the insertion, immediately after
subsection (7), of the following as new subsections (7A) and (7B) —
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