15. Amendment of section 18 of the principal Act.

Section 18 of the principal Act is amended in subsection (2) by deletion of the
words “three months” wherever they occur and the substitution therefor of the
words “six months”.

16. Amendment of section 19 of the principal Act.

Section 19 of the principal Act is amended in the first proviso by the deletion of
the words “three months” and the substitution therefor of the words “six

months”.

17. Insertion of section 19A into the principal Act.

The principal Act is amended by the insertion immediately after section 19 of the
principal Act of the new section 19A as follows—

(M

@

“19A. By-election of committee members.

The provisions of section 17(2) to (6) shall apply mutatis
mutandis in respect of any election conducted under sections
18, 19 or 28, except that—

(a)

(b

(c)

the Parliamentary Elections (Polling Divisions) Order
applicable in the case of any election conducted under
section 18 shall be the Order in force at the time of the
election for which no candidate or, as the case may be,
an insufficient number of candidates had been
nominated;

the Parliamentary Elections (Polling Divisions) Order
applicable in the case of any election conducted under
section 19 to fill a vacancy in the membership of a
committee, shall be the Order in force at the date of the
election of the member in respect of whom the
vacancy has occurred; and

the Parliamentary Elections (Polling Divisions) Order
applicable in the case of any election conducted under
section 28 upon dissolution of the committee, shall be
the Order in force at the time of the dissolution of the
committee.

Where an Order applies by virtue of subsection (1) in respect
of any election and that Order is revoked prior to that
election, then notwithstanding the revocation, that Order
shall be deemed to continue to have full force and effect in
respect of that election.”.

18. Amendment of section 20 of the principal Act.

Section 20 of the principal Act is amended by the deletion of subsection (2) and
the substitution therefor as follows—




19.

20.

21,

22,

“(2) Fifty per cent plus one other member of the committee shall form a
quorum at any Board, Town Committee or Council Meeting.”.

Amendment of section 22 of the principal Act.

Section 22 of the principal Act is amended as follows—

(a) in paragraph (d), by the deletion of the words “an Administrator, a
Senior Deputy Administrator, a Deputy Administrator or an
Assistant Administrator” and the substitution therefor of the words
“a Family Island Administrator, or any public officer employed in
the office of the Local Government Department”; and

(b) by the renumbering of paragraphs (h), (i), (j) and (k) as paragraphs
(1), (j), (k) and (1) and the insertion;

(c) by the insertion immediately after paragraph (g) of the new
paragraph (h) as follows—

“(h) he has been convicted of a drug offence and has served a
sentence of imprisonment exceeding twelve months in
respect thereof;”.

Amendment of section 23 of the principal Act.

Section 23 of the principal Act is amended by the insertion immediately after
subsection (3) of the new subsection (4) as follows—

“(4) A committee member or a councillor of a Third Schedule District
office shall be deemed vacant if he no longer resides in the district
where he was elected.”.

Amendment of section 26 of the principal Act.

Section 26 of the principal Act is amended by the deletion of the word “three”
and the substitution therefor of the word “six”.

Amendment of section 37 of the principal Act.

Section 37 of the principal Act is amended as follows—

(a) by the deletion of the words “Family Island Administrators, Senior
Deputy Family Island Administrators, Deputy Family Island
Administrators and Assistant Family Island Administrators” and the
substitution therefor of the words “Family Island Administrators or
Senior Family Island Administrators™,

(b) by the renumbering of the section as subsection (3) and by the
insertion immediately before subsection (3) of the new subsections
(1) and (2) as follows—

“(1) For the purposes of the administration of Local
Government in The Bahamas, there shall be a Director
of Local Government (hereinafter in this Act referred
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(2

to as “the Director”), a Deputy Director of Local
Government, an Assistant Director of Local
Government and other officers as may be assigned to
the staff of the Director by the Minister.

The Director, the Deputy Director of Local
Government and the Assistant Director of Local
Government shall be ex officio Master Administrators
for the purpose of this Act and any other written law
and every officer on the staff of the Director of or
above the rank of Administrator shall be a public
officer.”.

23. Amendment of section 38 of the principal Act.

Section 38 of the principal Act is amended as follows—

(a)
(b)

by the deletion of the reference “(1)” appearing immediately after
the word “38.”; and

by the deletion of subsections (2) and (3).

24, Amendment of section 39 of the principal Act.

Section 39 of the principal Act is amended as follows—

(2)

(b)

(c)

in subsection (1), by the deletion of the words “Senior Deputy
Administrator, a Deputy Administrator, an Assistant Administrator”
and the substitution therefor of the words “Family Island
Administrator I, Family Island Administrator II, Family Island
Administrator III, Family Island Administrator IV, Family Island
Administrator ”;

by the deletion of subsection (2) and the substitution therefor of the
following—

“(2) The Minister shall after consultation with the Minister

responsible for the Public Service appoint and employ, at

such remuneration and on such terms and conditions as he
may think fit, such servants and agents as he may think
necessary for the proper discharge of the functions of the
town committee.”;

by the insertion immediately after subsection (2) of the new
subsection (3) as follows—

“(3) Each Town Committee, Council and Board shall respectively

have a Secretary who shall be a Family Island Administrator

or any other officer recommended by the Family Island

Administrator, and approved by the Director.”.
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25.

26.

27.

28.

Amendment of section 40 of the principal Act.

Section 40 of the principal Act is amended as follows—

(a)

(b)
(c)

in subsection (1)(a), by the insertion immediately after the word
“meetings” of the words “and in his absence the Deputy Chairman
shall be responsible for carrying out these duties”;

in subsection (1)(b), by the insertion after the word “committee” of
the words “Council and Board™;

in subsection (1)(d), by the insertion immediately after the word
“out” of the words “at his discretion” and by the deletion of the
word “assigned” and the substitution therefor of the word
“presented”.

Amendment of section 44 of the principal Act.

Section 44 of the principal Act is amended as follows—

(a)
(&
©

in subsection (1), by the deletion of the word “February” and the
substitution therefor of the word “January”;

in subsection (2), by the deletion of the word “March™ and the
substitution therefor of the word “February™;

by the deletion of subsection (3) and the substitution therefor of the
following—

“(3) The estimates so approved by the Council together with the
estimates of the income and expenditure of the Council for
the following financial year shall be sent to the Minister who
upon the receipt of the estimates may meet with the Council
for the purpose of discussing such estimates.”.

Amendment of section 45 of the principal Act.

Section 45 of the principal Act is amended by the deletion of the proviso

appearing immediately after subsection (2), and the substitution therefor

of the following new proviso—
“Provided that withdrawals from the account shall be signed by the
Administrator, the Chief Councillor or in his absence, by the Deputy
Chief Councillor in Districts with banking facilities, and in the case of
districts without banking facilities, the payment vouchers shall be signed
by the Administrator and Chief Councillor or in his absence the Deputy
Chief Councillor in the process of disbursement of funds entrusted to the
Council.”,

Amendment of section 53 of the principal Act.

Section 53 of the principal Act is amended by the deletion of the words
“Administrator, Senior Deputy Administrator, Deputy Administrator and
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Assistant Administrator” and the substitution therefor of the words “Senior
Family Island Administrator and Family Island Administrator”.
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